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THIRD ANNUAL REPORT
OF THE

RECEIPTS AND E X P E N D I T U R E S
OF THE

CITY OF AUBURN,
FOR THE

FISCAL YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 29,

1872;
TOGETHER WITH OTHER ANNUAL REPORTS AND PAPERS
RELATING TO THE AFFAIRS OF THE CITY.

LEWISTON:
JOURNAL STEAM PRESS, LISBON STREET.

1872.

CITY OF AUBURN.
I N BOARD OF MAYOR AND ALDERMEN, ?

March 18,1872. 5
Ordered, the Common Council concurring, That the Mayor's Report,
together with all other reports of the City Officers, be printed in one v61ume.
Read and passed, sent down for concurrence.
GEO. S. WOODMAN, City Clerk.
I N COMMON COUNCIL, March 18,1872.

Read and passed in concurrence.
WM. M. HARRIS, Clerk.

MAYOR'S ADDRESS.
Gentlemen of the City Council: —
We are now assembled in accordance with the provisions
of our City Charter, having been selected by our fellow citizens to discharge the important and responsible duties of
administering, for the year to come, the municipal aflfairs of
our city; and we have each taken a solemn oath to perform
them according to the best of our abilities; and if we
neglect or fail to devote to their discharge all the time it
may be necessary, we are not only recreant to the interests
of our constituents, but we disregard the oaths we have
solemnly taken, and ought never again to enjoy the confidence of our fellow citizens. Our duties may at times be
difficult and even perplexing, yet that will constitute no
excuse for us to shrink from or neglect them, but, on the
contrary, should stimulate us to renewed efforts in bringing
to their discharge all the judgment and ability we possess.
We should do great injustice to our fellow citizens if we
failed to appreciate the importance of the trusts and responsibilities confided to us. It should be our single purpose in
the discharge of aur duties to promote the interests and
welfare of the city, and to have a watchful care for the
rights of every citizen, and by so doing only can we even hope
for success. We should bear in mind that we have voluntarily accepted the trust, and that we must be faithful in
order to reap the honors. It will be one of your many
duties to see that no unnecessary or extravagant expenditure of the people's money be made; it will also be your
duty to see that no needed improvements or work which
will result in the general benefit of the people, shall suffer
for want of the necessary means to perfect and carry it for-
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ward. Many matters of public interest and improvement
in a young and growing city like ours, will necessarily
require your consideration, and I have no doubt they will
receive a careful and intelligent deliberation.
I had supposed and even hoped that my official services
as a municipal officer would this day cease, but unexpectedly
and unsolicited by me I have again been called by my fellow
citizens to once more assume the duties, and I here say to
them that never did I feel prouder at any time of the confidence reposed in me by them, than on the present occasion,
and I here say that every effort in my power shall be put
forth in discharging my official duties so that when they are
ended I trust they will have no reason to say their confidence was misplaced.
MANUFACTURES.

The manufacturing interests of our city, which I trust
and believe are yet in their infancy, should be encouraged
by a liberal policy. I trust you will discharge all your
duties in such a manner that not only our present constituents, but those in the future will look back with pride and
satisfaction to your official acts.
FINANCES.

The cash resources of the Treasury for the year ending
Feb. 29,1872, have amounted to the sum of $111,957 46.
The expenditures for the same period have amounted to
the sum of $110,308 18, leaving a cash balance in the
Treasury of $1,349 28.
We now have a funded debt, payable in fifteen annual
installments, amounting to $133,025 00. We also have a
temporary debt due at various times within the coming year
of $10,800 00, making the entire indebtedness of the^city
on the first day of the present month $143,825 00. The
available resources of the city on the first of March Were:
cash in the Treasury, $1,349 28; due from assessments,
$11,323 20; due on notes of John Gowell, 3d, $l,40t) uO;
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due from other sources, $364 01, making the entire available
resources of the city, $14,438 39. You will therefore see
that after deducting the resources of the city from the liabilities, we have an outstanding debt of $129,386 61. The
indebtedness of the city on the first of March, 1871, was
$114,663 83, which has been increased the past year $14,617 78. The taxes assessed the past year and other resources of the city, have paid the current expenses, and
would have reduced the debt $5,210 75 had not $15,908 35
been paid for building new bridge, and $3,920.00 paid for
prescriptions issued to procure medicine to repair injuries
said to have been sustained by Dr. M. C. Wedgewood and
Mrs. Benj. Mitchell upon the highways.
I would recommend that a sufficient sum be assessed
the present year to pay the current expenses, the interest
of the debt, and the installment of the funded debt which
falls due the present year; and I am of the opinion that
with an economical and careful administration of affairs, it
can be done without increasing the burdens of taxation.
SCHOOLS.

The improvement in our schools, in my judgment, is
great, and we are largely indebted to the present members
of the School Committee for that improvement. The school
houses in the city are generally in a good state of repair,
and in my opinion, it is for the interest of the city to make
such provision for repairs on houses as shall keep them in
as good condition as they now are; and also to make all
needed improvements; for in my judgment, no one department of the government is so essential to the future growth
and welfare of the city as our school department. By the
provisions of our city charter, you are required to elect a
Supervisor of Schools and a School Committee. Now in
my judgment, the charter should be so amended that the
School Committee elected by you, should choose the Superintendent, and that they have power to remove him at
pleasure, and the School Committee itself be, an advisory
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board, and that they be chosen at the first election, a part
to serve one year and a part two years, and then we shall
always have the benefit of the experience of the remaining
meinbers of the board, which, in my judgment, will be of
great value. . The scholars in the village portion of the city
are increasing, and more school room will soon be needed,
and a large appropriation for the support of schools. The
Grammar School rooms are now uncomfortably crowded,
and measures should be taken at an early day to provide
additional room.
The High School is now in a very flourishing condition,
and I trust it will receive from you a liberal appropriation,
so that its present efficiency shall not only be maintained
but improved.
ROADS AND BRIDGES.

The repairs of highways are always attended with great
expense and fault-finding, yet ours are in a very good condition compared with those of most other towns in our
State, so far as I am acquainted, but still there is much need
for improvement. 1 have had the honor of being your
Street Commissioner for the past year, but, gentlemen, I
must say that I have, fallen far short of satisfying myself
as to the repairs made or the cost of making them. I have
learned that men employed to repair roads do not have that
interest or economy when performing labor for the city,
which they seem to have when at work for themselves or
their neighbors.
I have expended for labor and materials in making repairs the past year the sum of $9,766 85. I have also built
a sewer at a cost of $1,103 98. A petition was presented
to the City Council to locate a street from the street south
of C. P. Ingalls's store to the street north of Little and
Haskell's block on Main street. After an investigation of
the matter, it was agreed if the Roak Block was constructed
that a street would be necessary. It Tds therefore arranged
that the city.should pay to the persons building the Roak
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Block the sum of $5,000 00 in full for building said street
and land damage when it was completed and ready for
public use.
I deem it to be necessary that the sewer be continued
down Main street to Drummond street; also up Main street
to Court street; thence up Court street to Goff street.
The flow of water from the high land west of the village is
such that every storm floods Court street, and as there is no
outlet except down the railroad, it is almost impossible to
keep Court street in any decent repair in a wet time. I
therefore recommend that measures be taken at an early
day to obviate the difficulty.
NEW BRIDGE.

I presume you and every other citizen has noticed that
the apology for a bridge between this city and Lewiston,
which has so long existed, has passed away, and that it has
been replaced by one which I believe will be satisfactory to
the people. I cannot now give you the entire cost, as no
settlement has yet been made between this city and Lewiston, but I am of opinion the entire cost to both cities does
not vary much from $40,000 00.
FIRE DEPARTMENT.

The Fire Department is in good condition, both companies are well officered, and if we should be so unfortunate
as to need their services, I have no doubt they would do
justice to the city and honor to themselves. We have been
wonderfully favored the past year; there has not been a
fire and scarcely an alarm, yet we should not withhold
the means of making our fire department efficient, for we
know not the hour when the devouring element will come
upon us.
LAWSUITS.

At the commencement of the last year we had four suits
pending, all of which have been disposed of. Two have
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been commenced within the year, one by Nathaniel French
for rent of room for police court, and one by Thomas Marra
for alleged damages on the highway, which has been settled,
$10 15 worth pf medicine being sufficient to effect a cure.
In the cas.e of Mrs. Mitchell it required a very large amount
of medicine, and as it is believed that she was troubled with
a chronic disease at the time she received the injury, the
medicine which was furnished has not entirely effected a
cure; but in the case of Dr. Wedgewood, I am happy to
say, the medicine has proved to be just what the injuries
required, and to all appearances effected a speedy and permanent cure.
LEWISTON & AUBUBN BAILEOAD.

At the last session of the Legislature a charter was
obtained, against all the power and influence which the"
Maine Central Railroad Company could bring to bear upon
the Legislature, authorizing the construction of a railroad
from the city of Lewiston to some point on the Grand
Trunk Railway in this city, and a meeting of the corporators has been held, the charter accepted, and the company
organized by the choice of some of the most enterprising
citizens of Lewiston and Auburn as officers; and I am informed that a conference has been held by the Directors and
the Managing Director of the Grand Trunk Railway, with
reference to operating the road when completed, which
promises very satisfactory results. In obtaining the charter
the corporators designed that the road should be built and
owned by the cities of Lewiston and Auburn. The importance of the enterprise to this community cannot, in my
opinion, be overestimated. The great number, of passengers, and the large amount of freight to and from Lewiston
and Auburn, and the prospect of a large increase in the
population and business of the two cities, in my opinion
demand more than one outlet for the business, and especially
so when it is remembered that the present railroad company
discriminates against us in rates of tariff both for passengers
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and freight. The terms imposed upon this community at
the present lime, in my judgment, are more onerous than
are demanded of any other community in the State.
The construction of this road will, I firmly believe, relieve our citizens from the burdens now borne by. them, by
a reduction in rates of fare, and thus the benefits of the
road will enure to every citizen.
In order that we may reap the fruits of this enterprise,
the two cities, I am satisfied^should own the road, and the
citizens of Auburn, will, doubtless, soon be called upon to
act in the matter, and I here take liberty to commend it to
their favorable consideration. I deem it the duty of this
city to seize upon and improve every opportunity to foster
any enterprise that will invite to our midst capital and
labor; and it seems to me that we should do all in our
power to promote this enterprise.
MISCELLANEOUS.

Upon you, gentlemen, rests the responsibility of selecting the various city officers for the ensuing year. You are
the agents of the people, and upon you rests the responsibility of making judicious selections. Many matters of
importance and interest which I have not now mentioned
will engross your attention.
It will be my duty, from time to time, to call your attention to such matters as I may deem to be of importance or
interest to the city. And now we are ready to enter
actively upon the duties of the offices which we have
accepted and sworn to perform; and let us do so without
fear or favor.
In conclusion I pledge to you my hearty co-operation in
every effort calculated to improve or benefit our city.
THOMAS LITTLEFIELD, Mayor.
AUBURN,

March 18,1872.

FINANCIAL REPORT.
To the City Council of the City of Auburn.
Gentlemen, — I herewith submit to you a report of the receipts and expenditures of the city from Feb. 28th, 1871, to
March 1st, 1872.
RECEIPTS.
The receipts of the city from February 28th, 1871, to March
1st, 1872, have been as follows: —
Cash in Treasury, March 1, 1871,
$18 34
Received on assessment of 1867,
490 50
" 1870,
9,299 04
" 1871,
41,729 10
" J. Gowell, 3d, note,
200 00
for interest on Gowell notes,
96 00
of town of Yarmouth for supplies for Mrs.
Merrow,
26 87
of town of Brunswick for supplies for
Henry Cripps,
15 00
of Jay for supplies for Cephas Thompson,
35 00
of Oxford for supplies for Mrs. Corser,
124 90
of town of Greene for supplies for Mrs.
Larrabee,
18 00
of town of Gray for supplies for Eosella
Farwell's child,
4 00
upon temporary loans,
15,000 00
"for bonds sold to pay temporary debt of
last year,
24,213 25
for bonds sold for bridge loan,
9,878. 33
for bonds issued to pay damage to Mitchell
and "Wedgewood,
3,884 00
for note issued to pay for building new
roads,
800 00
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Received for fines for fast driving on old bridge,
for tuition of scholars taken into High
School,
of Isaac A. Johnson, for school lot sold,
of Bradford & Conant for lumber,
of J. M. Davisfor oxen sold from poor farm,
for interest on money deposited,
of the State for State aid due in 1866,
of Wm. Haskell add Charles H. Hutchins,
paupers,
of the State for State pensions advanced,
for school fund of 1871,
for interest on assessment of 1870,
James Breen.forsupplies furnished his wife,
for rents of Auburn Hall,
of liquor agent for liquors sold,
of Bradford & Conant, for chains sold,
Little Androscoggin Water Power Co., for
floating bridge lumber,
of Temperance Society for use of hall,
for produce sold from the poor farm,
Foundry Co., for work of city team,
of Rideout & Burgess, for old lumber,
of Foundry Co., for old lumber, .
" Vosmus,
" "
" E. S. Bonney, " "
"
" Chas. Flagg, " "
"
" S. Manley,
" "
"
" Thos. Storah, " "
"
" James Regan," "
"
" E. S. Pickering, "
"
" N. Briggs,
"
"
" A. Perry,
"
"
" A. Libby,
"
"
" S. B. Cook, for street scrapings,
Total,

$9 00
45
45
4
140
252
257

00
00
60
00
62
43

4
96
163
240
16
729
2,988
13

00
00
30
00
50
00
44
10

665 53
37 50
48 17
8 50
11 50
9 50
$ 29
2 00
1 00
1 25
20 00
3 00
I 40
50
50
1 50
1 00

$111,657 46
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EXPENDITURES.
The expenditures of the city from February 28th, 1871, to
March 1, 1872, have been as follows: —
FOE SUPPORT OF POOR.
To Charles B. Whitney, for blacksmith work on
farm last year,
Leroy Leavitt, for pigs for farm,
George H. Bradbury, for oxen for farm,
Cook & Strout, for tin ware for farm,
Miller & Randall, for lime and hair for farm,
G. D. Holmes, for repairs on house on farm,
Wm. B. Merrill, for shoes at farm,
Bartlett & Eaton, for goods for farm,
Stimson & Learned, for goods for farm,
E. W. Bird, for goods for farm,
Willis, Parsons & Co., for goods for farm,
J. Dingley & Co., for goods for farm,
Charles E. Smith, f^r medicine for farm,
Wm. H. -Noyes, fo* flour for farm,
Isaac Osgood, for goods for farm,
G. D. Holmes, for goods for farm,
Joseph Littlefield, for plaster for farm,
Geo. W. Brett, for blacksmith work for farm,
John Y. Scruton, for clothiDg for farm,
Richards & Merrill, for clothing for farm,
P. M. Woodman & Son, for goods for farm,
Hiram Ricker, for beef for farm,
Daniel Coflfin, for pasturing cow for farm,
Bradford & Conant, for goods for farm,
Barker Brooks, for goods for farm,
Dr. Blake, for medical attendance,
Charles B. Whitney, for blacksmith work,
N. W. Noyes, for services upon poor farm to
April 1,
N. W. Noyes, for supplies for farm,
R. Dresser, for supplies for farm,
Dr. Harris, for medical attendance for Horace
Cobb,

$17 13
11 50
140 00
9 40
1 25
43 25
3 00
194 56
36 98
52 30
82 05
16 25
3 05
54 00
46 24
21 35
3 33
5 39
15 00
15 25
3 21
11 22
5 50
53 02
1 85
32 16
3 70
400100
37 02
5 00
5 00
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To Mrs. Welch, for taking care of Mrs. J. W. Jordan,
E. Dresser, for wood for Patrick Arris,
"
supplies for Eosella Farwell's child,
"
expense and service in pauper bill
against Oxford,
George S. Hammond, for supplies for Nat. Larrabee last year,
George S. Hammond, for supplies for Nat. Larrabee this year,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for Horace
Cobb,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for Abigail
Stevens,
Charles H. Cobb, for support of Horace Cobb,
J. F. Atwood, for boots for Horace Cobb,
Levi Jackson, for support of Abigail Stevens,
Town of China, for support of Abigail Stevens,
Wm. B. Merrill, for expenses getting Abigail
Stevens from China,
Thomas Mabury, for support of Abigail Stevens,
E. Dresser, for carrying Abigail Stevens to poor
farm,
Charles P. Jordan, Jr., for support of Benj. Jordan last year,
Charles P. Jordan, Jr., for support of Benj. Jordan this year,
E. Dresser, for expense in relation to Gideon
Bragdon,
E. Dresser, for expense in sending Mrs. W. Bay
to Alabama,
Josiah S. Nason, for support of Olive Nason,
Hiram C. Briggs, for hay for Wm. Trench,
E. Dresser, expenses in relation to Olive Nason,
J . Dingley, Jr., & Co., for supplies for John W.
Jordan,
P. M. Woodman, for goods for John Jordan,
Joseph Moore, for damage to sleigh at funeral
of Mrs. Jordan,
Leonard Bounds, for services rendered at funeral of Mrs. Jordan,

13
$2 00
1 62
4 00
14 43
30 10
32 25
40 25
1 50
24 00
5 00
18 00
57 86
11 25
5 00
1 00
25 00
45 00
4 50
64 60
68 75
5 00
2 80
5 00
40 95
5 00
14 00
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To George R. Page, for grave clothes for Mrs. John
Jordan,
P. M. Woodman, for goods for Dennett Cotton's
family,
Wm. B. Merrill, for expense in relation to Wm.
Stevens,
Dr. Blake, medical attendance for Mrs. Trench,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for John F.
Prouty,
Michael Holland, for support of John F. Prouty,
Charles S. Emerson, for wood for Henry Cripps,
J. Dingley, Jr., & Co., for goods for Cephas
Thompson,
P. M. Woodman, goods for Cephas Thompson,
Ann Mower, for support of Mrs. Larrabee,
R. Dresser, for supplies for Mrs. Merrow's boy,
P. M. Woodman, for goods for Mrs. Merrow,
E. W. Bird, for goods for Daniel Barter,
Dr. Packard, for medical attendance for Daniel
Barter,
Lucius Packard, for wood for Daniel Barter,
Wm. B. Merrill, for wood for Mrs. Lynch,
Joseph Littlefield, for wood for Mrs. Lynch,
Lafayette Hackett, for wood for Mrs. Lynch,
R. Dresser, for funeral expense of Mrs. J . W.
Jordan,
Thos. Littlefield, supplies for transient persons,
R. Dresser, for supplies for Miss Hackett,
Sam'l Pickard, supplies for Miss Polly Hackett,
Mrs. McCarty, for taking care of Mrs. Creden,
A. 0. Field, for taking care of A. K. Ramsdell,
Nathan Briggs, trucking trunk for Mrs. Creden,
Dr. Sturgis, medical attendance for Mrs. Creden,
Dr. Sturgis, medical attendance for Chas. Moody,
G. P. Mathews, for supplies for Mrs. Creden,
Wm. B. Merrill, for expense in relation to Benj.
Walker,
Joseph Littlefield, for ticket for transient man,
Wm. B. Merrill, for wood for Mrs. Lynch,
Amasa Johnson, pasturing cow for Wm. Trench,

$2 03
8 85
2 24
5 50
1 00
12 00
3 75
5 00
2 00
18 00
2 50
16 31
60 00
8 00
12 00
4 00
15 25
T 00
6 00
9 90
12 00
18 00
18 50
62 00
25
19 50
2 25
1 00
3
4
8
6

00
25
00
00
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To 6 . D. Holmes, for supplies for Mrs. Breen,
Dr. Blake, medical attendance for Mrs. Trench,
J . T. W. Stinchfield, for wood for Mrs. Dyer,
Levi Sawyer, for taking care of Serene Sawyer,
E. W. Bird, for wood for Wm. Trench,
Seth C. Yeaton, for supplies for Harvey Inman,
Town of Gray, for support of Ben. Walker,
Wm. L. Davis, for support of Mrs. Creden,
Insane Hospital, for support of Martha A. Hill,
" Sally Staples,
"
"
" Lucy T. Nason,
" ElmiraD.Randall,
"
"
"
"
" Charles Moody,
" Frank P. Allen,
Wm. H. Washburne, for carrying Frank P. Allen
to Hospital,
Wm.'H. Washburne, for carrying Charles Moody
to Insane Hospital,
R. S. Bradbury, for team to New Gloucester and
to Augusta, to carry Moody,
R. Dresser, for express bill paid on remains of
Sally Staples,
Samuel Stetson, for coffins for Poor Farm,
Samuel Stetson, for coffin and robe for Mrs.
Jordan,
L. F. Chase & Co., for provisions for poor farm,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for Wm.
Stevens,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for Mrs. J .
W. Jordan,
Dr. Sturgis, for medical attendance for Harry
Inman,
B. L. Towqsend, for-wood for Martha Piper,
P. M. Woodman, for goods for J. W Jordan,
Rounds & Jordan, for goods for Wm. Stevens,
R. R. Co., for tickets for transient persons,
R. Dresser, for wood for Mrs. Lynch,
R. Dresser, stationery and sawing wood for office,
Total,

15
$16 50
2 00
7 00
15 00
22 00
7 00
5 00
1 00
156 18
140 50
130 TO
149 07
55 18
15 72
8 13
7 75
8 00
10 00
25 00
10 50
68 77
30 00
10 50
4
6
7
44
11
8

50
00
40
75
80
00
45

$3,204 60
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NEW SCHOOL HOUSES.
To J. W. Peables, for fencing school house lots,
F. E. Swasey & Son, for seats for school houses,
S. L. Crundall, for school house lot,
Maine Central Eailroad, for freight,
Littlefield & Dorman, for cedar posts for fences,
Jordan & Stinchfield, for fencing school lots,
Rideout & Burgess, for repairs on Academy,
Eideout & Burgess, for fencing school house lots,
D. J. Eowe, for school house lot,
Total

$39
173
40
1
15
65
44
148
87

06
00
00
48
62
17
50
15
00

$613 98
FOR SUPPOET OF SCHOOLS.

Annie C. Chandler, for teaching,
Mary Vickery,
"
"
Flora A. Blethen, "
"
tt
"
Calista Preble,
tt
"
Delia R. Gordon,
tt
"
Eva Stevens,
tt
"
Emma Emerson,
tt
Annie M. Moody, "
tt
Hattie E. Tilton,
"
tt
"
Emily J . Turner,
tt
Stella Prince,
"
tt
Mary J . Bean,
"
tt
Nellie M. Staples, "
tt
Ada E. Blake,
"
"
"
Ella P . Marshall,
tt
tt
Ella A. French,
tt
Lydia A. Haskell, "
tt
Emily Davis,
"
tt
Annie B. Crooker, "
tt
"
Lucy A. Small,
tt
tt
Hattie Chase,
tt
Augusta M. Taylor "
G. C. Emery,
"
"
C. H . Moore,
"
"
tt
Mattie E. Marrow, t t
tt
tt
Charles E. W i n g ,

$208 00
65 00
62 00
162 50
65 00
123 50
208 50
TO 00
142 50
22T 00
133 00
TO 00
190 00
22T 00
20T T5
198 00
90 00
65 00
22T 00
201 T5
22 00
232 00
9T1 20
2T5 00
340 00
250 00

FINANCIAL REPORT.
To Mary J . Whitman, for teaching,
"
Mattie A. Rogers, "
"
Emily H . N o r t h ,
"
Hattie E. Raynes, "
"
"
Mary J . Frost,
"
"
Frank H . Stickney, "
"
S. C. W r i g h t ,
"
"
Myra R. Billings,
"
Millie M . Briggs,
"
"
Annie C. Woodman "
"
>
"
Jennie L. F a r r i n g t o n , "
"
"
Phila G. Flagg,
"
K . Bachelder,
"
"
"
0 . S. Williams,
"
L. S. Rolfe,
"
M . E. Rideout,
"
"
"
"
Emma J . Harlow,
"
"
Lizzie Eastman,
"
"
Mary P . Lara,
Day,
"
"
W . E. Holmes,
"
"
"
"
M . A. H a t h a w a y ,
"
Julia P . Briggs,
"
M . N . Stevens,
"
"
"
"
Melinda Haskell,
"
"
L. M. Griggs,
A. C. H a t c h ,
"
"
"
"
Annie M. Dakin,
"
"
Mariette Leavitt,
"
"
E. B . H u t c h i n s ,
"
"
Maria Bisbee,
"
"
Sarah Laughton,
Lucy T. Merrill,
"
"
Jobannah McCarty, for cleaning room,
"
""
Mary McCarty,
""
"
Helen McCarty,
"
""
Eliza McCarty,
tt
it
"
H a n n a h Custer,
tt
it
"
Martha Starbird,
""
"
Ellen Donavon,
2

17
$166
261
171
261
91
256
261
261
242
80
220
160
666
475
171
152
157
90
142
150
117
85
147
161
144
75
70
152
151
152
80
36
65
2
3
3
3
1
3
2

00
00
00
00
70
25
00
00
00
00
37
00
67
00
00
00
50
00
50
00
00
00
50
00
00
20
00
00
20
00
00
00
00
00
57
50
30
58
00
58

18

CITY OF AUBURN.

To Maty Minehan, for cleaning room,
Orissa Gower, "
"
"
Ira W. Fitz,
"
"
"
M. Goss,
"
"
"
Jane Barrett,
"
"
"
Salmon Terrill, for repairing room,
Seth Sumner, for teaching music,
Walter Mathews, for taking census of scholars,
Moses H. Libby, for cleaning school room,
Mrs. C. Parcher, for use of piano,
Moses H. Libby, for blackboards,
Marcellus Tobin, for sawing wood,
Charles Skinner, for taking care of room,
D. W. Wiggin, for crayons and stationery,
S. B. Smith, for taking care of room,
R. Woodbury,
"
" " "
Moses Millett, for repairing house,
Frank W. Dingley, for wood,
Abraham Libby, for repairing fence,
N. Dingley, Jr., & Co., for printing,
G. H. Field, for repairs,
Charles S. Emerson, for wood,
Cook & Strout, for stoves, &c,
George W. Pierce, for blackboards,
Fred E. Verrill, taking care house,
H. H. Goding, for wood,
.Jordan & Merrill, for wood,
Rideout & Burgess,
Stimsoa & Learned, for brooms, pails, & c ,
Benj. Hill, for wood,
James Maxwell, for repairs,
Amos Fitz, for care of house,
C. Stackpole, for fencing lot,
'R. H. Pettengill, for fencing and grading,
W. J. Russell, for repairs,
Rideout & Burgess, for repairs last year,
Littlefield & Dorman, for wood,
Charles E. Smith, for paint,
•James Wagg, for wood,
'G. G. Hunnewell, for wood,

$1 16
1 60
13 60
1 00
10 00
6 00
50 00
8 40
2 00
66 50
2 75
35 52
20 00
23 25
3 00
25 00
12 00
8 00
25 30
41 30
1 50
15 00
45 81
12 74
5 00
14 50
390 19
92 67
18 54
24 00
1 00
9 00
14 40
24 28
6 56
23 50
20 40
59 03
15 00
14 00
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Elsie P. Ray, for cleaning house,
Melville Goss, for care of house,
Thomas Vosmus, for care of house,
Lincoln House, for care of house,
Owen & Little, for paint,
Seth E. Smith, for blinds, & c ,
Bartlett & Eaton, for repairs,
Jonah Libby, for wood,
Wm. P. Arris, for fitting wood,
Jabez H. Merrill, for fitting wood,
Thomas Ryan,
"
"
"
Michael Atkins, "
"
Wm. T. Libby, for wood,
W. S. & A. Young, for boarding teachers,
R. Dresser, for boarding teachers,
George Voemus, for cleaning vaults,
J. Dingley & Co., for curtains,
Aqueduct Company, for water,
Thomas Ahem, for whitewashing,
C. H. Ingalls, for painting,
Cornelius Stackpole, for wood,
Town of Minot, for its proportion of money,
W. C. Beal, for wood,
Dennis Driscoll, for sawing wood,
R. H. Pettengill, for repairs and blackboards,
G. B. Greenlief, care and repairs,
R . B . Morse, for wood,
M. C. Railroad, for freight on piano,
Nathan Briggs, for trucking,
Hiram C. Briggs, for wood,
W. B. Merrill,
"
"
J. H. Merrill, 2d, "
"
R. H. Pettengill, "
"
"Wm. H. Elwell, "
"
N. P.Weymouth, "
"
H. 0 . Whitman, "
"
George W. Wagg, "
"
J. L. Trufant, for sawing wood,
Dennis Driscoll, for sawing wood,
W. Small & Co., for stationery,

19
$2 00
3 00
115 50
3 00
29 03
52 10
13 78
15 00
1 75
1 75
4 81
4 81
15 00
26 00
3 00
7 00
3 72
15 00
25 25
18 13
21 50
35 00
7 50
3 60
14 25
6 16
12 62
4 96
4 50
64 00
9 25
17 00
7 17
11 37
15 00
12 05
23 95
1 50
1 20
60 62
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To Town of Turner, for its proportion of money,
Isaac Haskell, for repairs,
George W. Peirce, for repairs,
Herbert Curtis, for care of room,
Horatio Woodbury, for care of room,
Bradford & Conant, for furniture,
Henry F. Miller, forpiano,
Robinson & Beede, for paints, & c ,
C. K. Packard, for repairs,
Oliver C. Waterman, for wood,
Silas Bradbury, for wood,
Solomon Larrabee, for wood and repairs,
George F. Shaw, for wood,
George W. Miller, for wood,
Fred Stackpole,
"
"
Chas.P.Jordan,Jr.,"
"
Wm. Woodbury, for repairs,
John Hicks, for care of room,
H.L.Merrill, '* "
"
"
Chas. Banks, " "
"
"
A. M. Taylor, " "
"
"
Fred Stackpole, for care of room,
Walter B. Allen, " "
"
"
Randall Herriman, for care of room,
M. J. Russell, for fitting wood,
Stimson & Learned, for goods,
P. M. Woodman, for broom,
Frank Mixer, for blackboards,
Virgil Stillings, for care of room,
George F. Shaw, for care of room,
Willard Libby, for repairs,
George W. Reymond, for keys,
A. L. &. E. F. Goss, for stoves and funnel,
Barker Brooks, for nails, & c ,
Samuel Stetson, for repairs,

Total,

$13,670 88

ITHAHCIAL REPORT.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT.
To Wood & Golder, for coal,
Enoch Whitmore, repairing Engine No. 2,
L. G. Lord,
"
"
"
A. A. Miller,
"
"
"
Owen & Little,
"
"
"
Rideout & Burgess, "
"
"
Charles S. Emerson, for coal,
McClure & Co., for repairing Steamer,
McClure & Co., for lamps,
J. P. Longley, for repairing hose,
H. A. Winship, for fire hats,
Tobie & Clark, for pipes in Engine House,
Littlefield & Dorman, for coal,
Charles Verrill, for repairing Engine House,
Charles E. Smith, for oil,
Owen & Little, for hardware,
Aqueduct Company, for water,
D. B. Stevens, repairing Steamer,
B. H. Josslyn, repairing wall of house,
Enoch Whitmore, repairing Steamer,
Auletus Phillips, for repairing house,
Thomas Storah, for repairing windows,
Nathan Briggs, for trucking,
Hunneman & Co., for hose,
Bradford & Conant, for furniture,
Lyman Wood, for repairing hose,
0 . T. Additon, cutting out reservoir,
Dinsmore & Swett, for repairing house,
P. M. Woodman & Son, oil, broom and chimneys,
Barker Brooks, for saw and horse,
Miller & Randall, for oil, & c ,
Daniel Wood, for lamps,
Steamer Company, for services,
"
"
"
"
in 1870,
Excelsior No. 2, for services,
L. D. Page, taking care of Steamer,
G. W. Lyon, "
" "
"
George L. Duston, Fireman,

48 00
10 62
3 00
6 25
46 78
13 51
23 00
2 49
23 50
37 25
24 00
30 11
76 65
2 50
21 13
8 43
18 33
1 00
14 22
4 75
7 00
2 50
I 10
55 90
140 17
37 10
2 00
6 25
5 79
181
18 44
9 00
325 00
108 33
355 00
30 00
25 00
58 68
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To P. E. Bisbee, Engineer,
Forest Hern, taking care,
George F. Hill, steward of Steamer,
Cook & Strout, stoves last year,
Dennis Driscoll, cutting out reservoir.
Cook & Strout, for repairing stove grate,
Total,

$175
12
8
127
6
2

00
50
33
08
00
25

$1,935 91
BUILDING ENGINE HOUSE.

To Dinsmore & Swett,
R. Dresser, for surveying,
S. R. Bearce & Co., for lumber,
S. B. Cook, for brick,
Owen & Little, for keys,
Cook & Strout, for materials,
Isaac Haskell, for work,
O. B. Morse & Co., for work,
Total,

$3,487
6
2
22
1
136
5
13

00
05
63
75
50
17
73
25

$3,675 08
POLICE.

To George F. Phinney, last year,
J. C. Additon, last year,
J. W. Chaplin, last year,
James F. Flynn, last year.
Oren T. Additon, 1871,
Wm. H. Washburn,
James Flynn,
A. B. Penney,
G. W. Phinney,
J. Dingley, Jr., & Co., for oil,
Jordan & Macomber, for oil last year.
T. Littlefield, for badge,
Total,

$24
2
1
10
72
529
96
520
30

00
50
50
00
00
25
50
50
00
70
1 17
1 50

$1,289 62
PRINTING.

To Nelson Dingley, Jr., & Co.,
Total,

$221 35
$221 35

FINANCIAL EEPOET.
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SALARIES.
To A. M. Jackson, Superintendent of Schools,
School Committee,
Assessors,
Overseers of Poor,
G. S. Woodman, City Clerk,
G. S. Woodman, Treasurer,
Wm. M. Harris, Clerk Common Council,
T. Littlefield, Street Commissioner,
Thomas Littlefield, Mayor and Auditor,
I. B. Kimball, School Committee last year,
Robert Martin, School Committee last year,
Total,

$116 67
383 33
300 00
100 00

100 00
175 00

40
550
250
50
18

00
00
00
00
00

$2,083 00

PAYMENT OP DEBT.
To Auburn Savings Bank, notes,
$7,000 00
G. S. Woodman, Treasurer, for notes paid by him, 18,618 83
G. S. Woodman, Treasurer, for bonds paid by him, 7,875 00
Lewiston Savings Bank, installment on Danville
note,
600 00
Total,

$34,093 83

INTEREST.
To G. S. Woodman, Treasurer, for interest and
coupons paid by him,
$8,623 93
Total,
CONTINGENT.
To R. Dresser, for advice in relation to Mark Leach
road, in 1870,
Morrill & Wing, for advice in relation to Mark
Leach road, in 1870,
Morrill & Wing, for service in action of W. P.
Waterhouse, v. S. P. Miller et als, in 1870,
Morrill & Wing, for services in action of M. C.
Wedgwood v. city,
Morrill & Wing, for services in action of B.
Mitchell and wife v. city,

$8,623 93

$8 25
10 00
25 00
32 00
30 00
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To Morrill & Wing, in action of Nathaniel French
v. city,
Morrill & Wing, services in action of Dennis
Marra v. city,
Morrill & Wing, for services rendered Overseers
of the Poor, in 1810,
Morrill & Wing, for making deed of school house
lot,
Morrill & Wing, for services in action of Lucius
Packard v. city,
John Gowell, witness fee in Packard case,
Lydia Gowell,
"
S. S. Phillips,
0. D. Bailey,
B. F.B.Holmes,
"
Seth Manley,
Wm. Gowell,
"
Win. Keen,
"
Wm. P. Frye, making deed from city to Franklin
Co., in 1869,
Aqueduct Company, for water, in the year 1870,
Aqueduct Company, for water, in the year 1811,
Gas Co., for gas,
McClure & Co., for gas fixtures for Auburn Hall,
Isaac G. Curtis, repairing roof of Auburn Hall,
Richard Dresser, for keys for Assessors' oflice,
Wm. Penley, for use of ward room in Ward 4,
Seth May, for services as referee in case of J. H.
Roak v. city,
E. S. Bonney, for damage crossing land in freshet,
A. C. Pray, for repairing Armory,
Eaton Shaw, for liquors,
J . B. Emerton, for rent of Agency,
G. C. Burrill, salaiy as Agent,
G. C. Burrill, for gas and freight paid,
G. C. Burrill, for wood for Agency,
Auletus Phillips, repairing Auburn Hall,
John F. Cobb, insuring Auburn Hall,
Rideout & Burgess, removing fence on Academy
lot last year,

$44 00
14 00
5 00
1 50
49
1
1
1
2
2
1
2
1

20
86
86
86
34
34
86
34
30

2
50
50
261
18
25

00
00
00
10
30
24
10
22 00

12 50
2 00
100 00
1,861 96
150 00
300 00
36 14
19 30
1 57
130 00
22 92
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To Willard Small & Co., for stationery,
N. Dingley, Jr., & Co., for books and printing,
J. 0 . Hall, for fitting up ward room,
Cook & Strout, for funnel for lock-up,
Cook & Strout, for three lanterns,
Cook & Strout, for stoves for Hall,
Bradford & Conant, for furniture for City Government rooms,
G. S. Woodman, for postage, express, recording
deeds, & c ,
G. S. Woodman, recording births, deaths and
oaths,
McClare & Co., for lamps for City Government
rooms,
N. P. Woodman, wood for City Government
rooms,
Benj. Mitchell and wife, for damage,
M. C. Wedgwood, for damage,
Thomas Marra, for damage,
George S. Leaverns, State pension,
S. R. Hodgdon, State pension,
Cook & Strout, for stoves for City Government
rooms,
W. Small & Co., for stationery for City Government,
G. C. Burrill, for care of Hall,
"
"
" wood for Hall,
"
"
" repairs on Hall,
"
"
" kerosene oil for Hall,
"
"
" use of lamp for Hall,
Calvin G. Skinner, Collector of 1871,
Calvin G. Skinner, Constable,
Total,

25
$14 20

90
1
5
3
3

15
00
30
75
50

264 18

13 28
16 •12
15 80
5 00
2,520 00
1,400 00

10 15
48 00
48 00
5 85
5
148
62
5
2
5
332
25

73
00
00
75
25
00
00
00

$8,364 25
NEW BRIDGE.

To William L. Littlefield, contractor,
E. E. Wheeler, for iron work,
G. S. Morse, for iron work,
Richardson & Cross, for hard pine lumbar,

$8,202
97
125
88

12
33
02
51
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To Thomas Littlefield, for expenses paid,
0. B. Morse, for materials,
Bissell & Clark, for painting,
Allison Smith, for services and work,
E. P. Morang, for paving,
Eideout & Burgess, for railing,
J. D. Robinson, for hard pine for piers,
John Nixon, for labor on piers,
Enoch Whitmore, for blacksmith work on piers,
B. D. House, for work on piers,
Charles H. Barrell, for stone on piers,
C. Haskell, for stone on piers,
Asa Keen, for work on piers,
Nathan Bean, for work on piers,
Nathaniel Turner, for work on piers,
Franklin Co., for work on piers,
Cook & Strout, for .blasting tubes for piers,
Total,

$13
91
44
100
4,281
1,614
180
31
5
40
137
50
11
131
180
42
2

25
13
01
00
70
31
34
87
05
00
20
00
25
25
00
26
70

$15,469 30
FLOAT BRIDGE.

To Oren B. Morse & Co., for materials,
Owen & Little, for materials,
Franklin Company, for labor,
Total,

$65 55
84 55
288 95
$439 05

ABATEMENT ON TAXES.
On bills of 1869,
On bills of 1870,
On bills of 1871,
Total,

$666 71
911 87
1,011 08
$2,589 66

DISCOUNTS.
On taxes of 1871, paid within the times prescribed
by the City Ordinances,
Total,

$2,139 67
$2,139 67

HIGHWAYS.
The expense of repaiis upon the highways, including

FINANCIAL EEPOBT.
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unpaid bills of last year and the building the
sewer from Main street to the river, and building new roads, has been
$11,894 01
For a detailed account of the expenditures as above, you
are referred to the report of the Street Commissioner.
RECAPITULATION.
The total amount of receipts,
The total amount of expenditures,
Leaving a balance in the treasury of

$111,651 46
110,308 18
$1,349 28
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STATEMENT.
Showing the amount of the several appropriations, the payments
made upon each of them, the receipts added to each of them
and the deficiency or excess of each.
Appropriation.
Abatement on taxes
Discount on Taxes .
Salaries
Payment of Debt . .
Payment of Interest
Fire Department . .
Contingent
Repair of Roads . .
New Roads
New Bridge
New School Houses
Support of Schools
Support of Poor . . .
Engine House
Printing
Police

$1,200
1,800
2,500
33,213
7,500
1,500
1,500
10,000
800
9,878
13,000
2,500
250
1,200

Payments.
$2,589
2,139
2,083
34,093
8,623
1,935
8,361
11,144
749
15,908
613
13,670
3,204
3,676
221
1,289

66
67
00
83
93
91
25
32
75
35
98
88
60
08
35
62

Receipts. Deficiency.
$1,389 66
339 67
$200 00
664 20
23,001 37
69 94
678
45
208
437
1,273

63
00
30
04
22

680 58
459 73
435 91
1,074 38
5,351
568
462
267
2,401

39
98
58
56
86

89 62

$86,841 58 $110,308 18 $26,577 70 $13,521 92 $16,633 02
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LIABILITIES AND RESOURCES.
LIABILITIES.

Temporary loan due March 28, 1872,
"
" May 28, 1872,
"
" Sept. 13, 1872,
New road loan due Jan. 9, 1873,
Funded debt falls due as follows—
Between March 1, 1872, and March 1, 1873,
March 1, 1873, and March 1, 1874,
March 1, 1874, and March 1, 1875,
March 1, 1875, and March 1, 1876,
March 1, 1876, and March 1, 1877,
March 1,1877, and March 1, 1878,
March 1, 1878, and March 1, 1879,
March 1, 1879, and March 1, 1880,
March 1, 1880, and March 1, 1881,
March 1, 1881, and March 1, 1882,
March 1, 1882, and March 1, 1883,
July 1, 1883,
July 1, 1884,
December 1, 1884,
July 1, 1885,
July 1, 1886,

$3,000
5,000
2,000
800

00
00
00
00

$7,025
6,700
7,700
7,200
8,400
9,000
7,100
10,200
9,700
9,800
11,200
10,000
7,500
2,000
9,500
10,000

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$143,825 00

Total liabilities,
RESOURCES.

$1,349 28
Cash now in the treasury,
Balance due on assessment of 1867,
118 65
<• " "
"
" 1871,
11,205 55
1,400 00
"
" " J. Gowell, 3d, notes,
ii
u •< j]. M. Nevens notes,
44 39
187 24
Liquors now in the Agency,
Amount due from other towns for supplies furnished
paupers,
133 28
Total resources,
Balance,

$14,438 39
$129,386 61

CITY OF AUBURN.
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SCHEDULE OF PEOPEETY
OWNED BY THE CITY.

$5,000 00
Poor Farm, stock and fixtures,
Lot and house occupied by Wm. Trench,
250 00
Engine lot and house,
5,000 00
Lot and Armory,
800 00
Auburn Hall, lot and furniture,
20,000 00
Gravel lot,
500 00
Steam Fire Engine, hose, & c ,
6,000 00
Hand Engine and fixtures,
1,000 00
One safe,
100 00
Two horses, carts and tools,
500 00
Twenty-one school houses outside the village, at
$500,
10,500 00
Five school houses in the village,
15,000 00
Total value of city property,
AUBURN,

$69,650 00

THOMAS LITTLEFIELD, Mayor.
March 1, 18"?2.

STREET COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.
To the City Council of the City of Auburn: —
I herewith submit the following report, showing in detail
the expenditures in my department for the municpal year ending February 29, 1872 : —
The appropriation for repair of highways, bridges
and sidewalks was,
$10,000 00
The appropriation for building new roads was,
800 00
Addition to the appropriations for repair of highways, for labor of team, and for old materials
sold,
69 94
Amounting to
Amount expended in repairs,
$9,766
"
"
for new streets,
749
"
,"
for sewers,
1,103
"
"
" unpaid bill of 1870, 273
Amounting to

$10,869 94
98
75
98
36
$11,894 07

It was my intention at the commencement of the year, that
the expenditures should not exceed the appropriations, but in
consequence of the severe freshet in October, and by reason
of the City Council's direction that the expense of the sewer
built from Main street to the river be charged to the appropriation for repair of highways, I have been unable to keep my
expenses within the appropriation. The highways are generally
in good condition. I was obliged to make a large fill in front of
Koak Block and considerable more will have to be done the
coming year, and a sidewalk made in front of it. I took up the
sidewalk in front of Phoenix Block and set the curbstone
higher and paved the gutter in front with stone and set atone
hitching posts, and, on the whole, it is a very great improve-
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ment. I have also set curbstones in front of the Court House
lot and graded up the sidewalk with gravel, so that it will be in
good condition for brick to be laid. The county furnished, the
stone, and the city will now be obliged to furnish the brick in
order to complete the walk. I have graded and much improved
Pleasant street between Court and Hampshire streets and the
street should be graded from Hampshire to Turner street the
coming year. I have graded and improved Court and Spring
streets in the vicinity of the Engine house, which I found in a
very bad condition. Permanent improvements have been made
in various parts of the city, and many more are needed.
I have made the road as located by the County Commissioners, near Moses Merrill's Also the road near John Gowell's in
part, and the piece near Turner line, north of F. A. Allen's,
and should have finished them but the freshet rendered it almost
impossible to do so.
I have made a large and I think permanent sewer from the
center of Main street to the river, passing through the street
south of C. H. Ingalls's store, and I deem it almost indispensable
that it should be extended down Main street as far as Drummond street, and up Main to Court, and up Court to Spring
street, if no farther, the coming year. In view of the improvements necessary to be made the coming year, I would recommend
an appropriation for repairs of $10,000 00, and for sewers of
$5,000 00.
DETAILED ACCOUNT OP EXPENDITURES.
In the Section under charge of 0. D. Bailey as follows—
To O. D. Bailey,
$38 20
G. D. Holmes,
75
Timothy Bailey,
61 95
Joseph Chandler,
19 25
Peter Stone,
57 00
Hiram Pucker,
12 00
Young,
46 50
A. Young,
5 25
-—Haskell,
4 50
Lucius Packard,
11 00
James Breen,
24 75
J. Whitney,
15 75

STREET COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

To Lucius Bailey,
Nahunj Bailey,
L. B. Randall,
Richard Hutchinson,
A. Kinsley,
J. Prince,
Alonzo Crafts,
Wallace Crafts,
Ansel Staples,
Charles Holbrook,
Charles D. McKenney,
George Bonney,
Sumner Gowell,
H. A. Billings^
Benjamin Beal,
Edmund Penney,
J. Dresser,
Lucius Packard & Co., for plank,
D. S. Jordan,
L. French,
T. J. Harlow,
Darius Bunker,
Lysander Ricker,
B. F. B. Holmes,
T. A. Bailey,
Z. C. Kinsley,
Moses Staples,
Noah Perry,
C. B. Whitney,
Justin Crafts,
S. W. Saunders,
F. T. Crafts,
Cyrus Hersey,

$18
12
4
24
12
6
48
5
4
11
5
39
21
12
9
1
5
16
10
4
28
8
14
3
3
1
2
7
1

15
30
95
00
10
00
TO
25
95
55
25
25
00
75
00
50
25
00
50
50
50
00
25
00
00
50
55
50
25
45
1 50
2 25
28 20
$672 40

In section under charge of Ansel Briggs—
To Ansel Briggs,
Justus Briggs,
S. B. Reynolds,
Amasa Johnson,
Darius Bunker,
3

$28
15
4
3
4

50
30
05
00
65
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To Seth B. Johnson,
Daniel Coffin,
Harvey Dillingham,
J. M. Keynolds,

$4
6
6
2

20
30
52
25
$74 77

In section in charge of B. L. Townsend—
To B . L . Townsend,
.John Townsend,
R. F. Townsend,
Justin Pettengill,
Nahum F. Dicker,
Marcus Seabury,
Thomas P. Randall,

$96
16
13
9
5
5
5

50
15
10
50
00
25
25
150 75

In section in charge of Benj. Hill—
To Benjamin Hill,
Prescott Lovering,
George H. Bradbury,
Theodore Verrill,
Simeon Shaw,
N. B. Lord,
Richard Downing,.
Lorenzo Bridgham,
Russell Morse,
V. Bumpus,
Moses Millett,
J. Wallingford,

$87 60
5 to
29 25
12 75
21 30
73 95
90
1 80
3 30
1 20
1 20
3 00
241 95

In section in charge of Nathan W. Noyes—
To Thomas J. Harlow,
$46 45
Charles H. Record,
12 00
Jabez Merrill,
3 00
Wm. J. Smith,
1 50
Mellen Dillingham,
1 50
Tobias Merrill,
1 50
Henry J. Smith,
1 50
In section in charge of H. 0. Whitman—
To H. 0 . Whitman,

67 45
$22 13

STREET COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

To N. W. Noyes,
John T. Briggs,
Charles L. Briggs,
William Thomas,
John Gooch,
A. F. Morrill,
John 0. Briggs,
William Briggs,
A. E. Whitman,
William Banks,
Henry Stetson,
Frank Sturtevant,
George Pettengill,
Dexter B. Allen,
James Bradbury,
E. W. Noyes,
Reuel Stinson,
Bradford & Conant,
Levi Stockman
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$ 30
3 38
17 25
3 75
5 55
1 50
8 85
75
75
5 40
9 45
1 50
8 44
3 25
3 60
1 05
1 20
3 40
34
$101 84

In section in charge of John Gowell—
To John Gowell,
Sumner Gowell,
John F. Clifford,
Silas Kirk,
S. S. Phillips,
Levi P. Noyes,
Pliny Caswell,
Harrison Knowlton,
Seldom D. Manley,
John F. Clifford, for board of men,

$31 80
4 50
2 85
1.50
13 65
8 85
2 25
1 80
1 50
2 ,75

71 45
In section in charge of David P. FieldTo David P. Field,
Ezra R. Given,
P. W. Dill,
Daniel Lowell,
William Dill,
Benj. T. Bradbury,

$18
10
22
27
37
36

00
75
95
20
20
25
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To Herman Woodman,
John Nichols,
James Field,
SethBriggs,
H. P. Bradbury,
Benjamin Drake,
Alonzo Stone,
Porris Seabury,
Allison Smith,
Justus Garcelon,
Samuel Bradbury,
Augustus E. Briggs,
Mellen Pompilly,
A. L. Penly,
Roscoe Bickford,
Winslow Conant,
Charles Andrews,
S. R. Bearce & Co., for lumber,
Owen & Little, for powder,

$7
5
3
4
4
4
9
1
7
3
3
3
6
1
1
1

50
25
00
80
65
65
45
35
00
00
15
00
45
50
50
50
"75
26 80
1 55
$249 20

In section in charge of John Gowell, 2d—
To John Gowell, 2d,
William P. Duston,
Edmund Penny,
Seth Manley,
Daniel Knowlton,
Wm. Young,
Eugene Libby,
John Staples,
Wm. Lahey,
John Buckley,

$14
2
9
3
3
5

00
00
00
45
00
25
75
3 00
1 00
75
42 20

In section in charge of Parker S. Stevens—
To Parker S. Stevens,
$60 25
John Stevens,
15 "75
Elias M. Stevens,
12 75
William Merrill,
6 75
Major Merrill,
1 50
Sutton S. Stevens,
1 50

STREET COMMISSIONER'S REPORT.

To Lewis Littlefield,
George W. Pierce,
Packard & Conant, for plank,
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$ 50
50
6 10
$105 60

In section in charge of Joseph Gowell, 2d—
$45 25
To Joseph Gowell,
21 25
N. P. Weymouth,
16 50
C. H. Ray,
6 00
E. M. Stevens,
6 15
Elton Hatch,
1 00
Joshua Littlefield,
1 00
David Tracy,
23 25
David G. Durgin,
Simeon II. Haskell,
16 25
Frank Knowlton,
8 00
4 50
Otis Downing,
1 50
0 . Morse,
1 50
Moses P. Manley,
Chandler Nason,
4 50
E. Littlefield, 2d,
6 00
3 00
Thomas Merrow,
1 50
Fessenden Knowlton,
1 50
Gilbert C. Hatch,
10 00
Simeon H. Haskell,
4 26
Packard &• Conant, for plank,
«
In section in charge of Lewis T. Merrow—
$62 11
To Lewis T. Merrow,
20 02
John M. Boutelle,
16 91
Benj. Ryerson,
12 82
Charles Flagg,
15
Asa Luce,
1 64
Enoch Penly,
6 11
Joseph Small,
4 00
Mark Haskell,
4 50
Simeon H. Haskell,
3 00
Parker S. Stevens,
11 11
Gilman Daniels,
21 98
Charles D. McKenny,

189 51
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To Charles L. Merrow,
F. E. Knowlton,
E. W. Merrow,
Oren Merrow,
J. B. Verrill,
Luke Fletcher,
Samuel L. Stevens,
Mark MerroW,
In section in charge of Caleb P. Butler—
To Caleb P. Butler,
Jacob Lane,
Henry Harden,
Benj. P. Butler,
Wm. L. Mixer,
Patrick Lyseth,

$9 40
2
3
6
3
6
1

84
00
15
00
00
50
$206 68

$36 95
8 25
25
1 80
•75
7 50
55 50

In section in charge of Rufus Penly—
To Rufus Penly,
S. T. & W. Davis,
John Stinchfield,
Alfred Walker,
Frederic Penly,
Frank Hackett,
Solomon Larrabee,
Albert Penly,
Scott Penly,
Seward Penly,
James Dyer,
Azariah Libby,
Frank Yickery,
Wm. Dyer,
Oren S. Libby,
Abner Larrabee,
James Wagg,
Wm. Dingley,
Frank Dingley,
Wm. Elwell,
Hall,
George Libby,

$67
21
10
16
9
3
8
4
3
22
19
19
18
15
1
7
10
21
4
3

35
00
00
50
00
00
25
50
00
50
50
50
25
75
90
83
50
25
25
75
75
9 50
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To Joshua Lambert,
Rufus P. Hackett,
S. R. Bearqe & Co., for plank,
John Penly,
Luther Pierce,
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$5 92
75
7 10
2 00
75
$314 35

In section in charge of Asa Garcelon—
To Asa Garcelon,
Eben Stinchfield,
Isaac Harmon,
Cyrus Walker,
Milton Vosmus,.
William Maxwell,
James Maxwell,
John Gowell, 3d,
Augustus Vickery,

$33
15
IT
10
9
9
25
19
2

13
95
15
10
55
33
68
50
90
144 49

In section in charge of Eben Jordan, Jr.—
To Eben Jordan, Jr.,
$55 21
George W. Haskell,
12 15
Jonah Libby,
8 55
Wm. A. Cobb,
1 50
Wm. D. Wagg,
11 41
John B. Stinchfield,
2 70
Wm. H. H. Goding,
15 39
Wm. P. Waterhouse,
29 14
Calvin S. Libby,
12 00
Charles Wallace,
3 00
Wm. Chapman,
12 00
Leroy Peables,
6 00
Moses H. Libby,
10 95
Wm. T. Libby,
16 88
Isaac Murray,
9 00
Ebenezer Jordan,
5 80
Charles Jordan,
2 40
John N. Libby,
3 50
Thomas Murray,
1 50
Wm. P. Polister,
2 10
Eben Stinchfield,
75
227 93
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In section in charge of Jacob Larrabee—
To Jacob Larrabee,
Moses Libby,
Loring C. Pickett,
Wm. Jordan,
A. W. Larrabee,
George J. Libby,
George W. Gross,
David Gross,
Joshua M. Feables,
Jonah Libby,
Moses H. Libby,
Gershom C. Libby,
Wm. A. Jordan,
Wm. M. Libby,

$45 00
20 25
13 50
9 00
9 75
5 50
3 90
10 72
1175
3 00
1 50
12 75
3 00
4 50
$154 12

In section in charge of George W. Hunnewell—
To George W. Hunnewell,
$60 75
Winfield S. Hunnewell,
21 00
John W. Jordan,
13 05
Albion Marston,
3 75
Benjamin Chesley,
12 00
Richard Hunnewell,
22 50
G. G. Hunnewell,
27 50
Samuel Hunnewell,
10 50
Arnold Bowie,
3 00
A. J. Royal,
13 00
Emerson Bowie,
6 00
Wm. H. Jordan,
1 50
H. N. Hood,
1 50
Charles Wallace,
6 75
202 80
In section in charge of Albert Jordan—
To Albert Jordan,
Joseph Jordan,
Simeon Foye,
James T. Woodbury,
Wm. S. Woodbury,
Charles P. Jordan, Jr.,
J. T. W. Stinchfield,

$53
36
12
5
20
9
25

00
00
00
25
25
00
50
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Fred B. Eveleth,
Wm. Plummer,
Abraham Libby,
Isaac Murray,
Thomas Goss,
Thomas G. Woodbury,
Seth Woodbury,
Wm. H. Buckley,
Hiram G. Sawyer,
John P. Woodis,

$6
7
19
5
1
14
19
6
3
4

41
37
50
65
25
00
42
50
00
30
50
$248 49

In Bection in charge of Moses Fitz, Jr. —
Moses Fitz, Jr.,
S. R. Robinson,
Moses Fitz,
Joseph Moore,
George Rowe,
James Ford,
Wm. Woodbury,
James H. Perkins,
Wallace Rowe,
Irving Rowe,
Eben Hackett,
George M. Rowe,
John Rowe,
Eben Rowe,
Frank Hall,
John Cook,
George W. Woodbury,
Augustus Vickery,
Knight & Vosmus,
Nathaniel Woodbury,
Owen & Little for powder,
G. W. Brett, for blacksmith work,

$91
21
23
24
14
6

50
00
25
25
00
75
75
14.25
10 62
14 25
12 75
3 00
6 50
8 75
8 12
6 00
2 25
2 60
7 50
1 00
4 85
1 38
285 32

In section in charge of George S. Hammond —
To Geo. S. Hammond,
$111 21
E. Webster,
14 25
Josiah Emery,
10 50
M. V. McKenney,
13 50
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James McKenney,
Dexter Mitchell,
J. P. Hammond,
Clinton Frank,
Lewis McKenney,
Ezra Nason,
G. S. Woodbury,
John C. Davis, for stone,

$11
1
2
2
22
10
11
4

25
50
50
00
50
50
25
00

$214 96

In section in charge of Charles Thurston —
To Charles Thurston,
$84 51
58 56
Leonard Hicks,
42 15
George Wagg,
Wm. Robinson,
28 15
Samuel Symonds,
10 50
Thomas Goss,
14 50
David Brown,
5 00
James Hicks,
12 00
Charles Robinson, 2d,
4 00
Luther Austin,
4 50
Charles Robinson,
9 75
Winslow Hicks,
26 00
Wm. D. Adams,
15
Sam. Hicks,
75
Jeremiah Stinchfield,
6 00
Dyer E. GOBS,
2 92
Africa P. Cotton,
5 25
S. R. Bearce & Co., for lumber,
19 80
335 69
In section in charge of Jonathan L. Flagg—
Jonathan L. Flagg,
$37 10
James Ford,
29 17
Moses Emerson,
7 86
James Rounds,
18 60
Henry Carey,
6 37
C. O. Martin,
3 37
James L. Martin,
4 37
Leonard Rounds,
3 37
Elbridge Lovejoy,
15 00
Joshua Small,
3 25
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To Robert Martin,
Augustus Robinson,
Jotham Flagg,
S. R. Bearce & Co., for lumber,
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37
1 12
3 00
16 85
$149 80

In section in charge of Benj. M. Royal —
To BeDj'. M. Royal,
Charles P. Merrill,
Wm. W. Royal,
Daniel Field,
Lovewell Goding,
Major Russell,
Cyrus Chandler,
Otis Andrews,
P. B. Marston,
D. K. Foster,
Moses Foster,
Warren Lovejoy,
Elbridge Lovejoy,
B. P. Marston,
Loring Lovejoy,

$22
17
6
15
1
6
3
2
8
8
12
6
15
6

50
25
75
75
50
75
75
75
25
25
81
00
00
50
75
134 56

In section in charge of Jabez H. Merrill —
$70 15
To Jabez H. Merrill,
1 87
Fred Josslyn,
Fred Smith,
2 99
14 92
Nathaniel Bennett,
18 20
Cornelius Jones,
6 58
Wm. B. Morse,
1 50
Isaiah V. McKenney,
Hiram Andrews,
87
87
Noah Jordan,
3
00
Bean,
2 25
Levi Sawyer,
Leroy Warren,
1 12
Clinton Warren,
80
1 12
Winslow Jones,
80
Charles Jordan,
75
Moses Merrill,
75
Stephen Manley,
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To Isaac Lombard,
B. H. Josslyn, for powder,
Owen & Little, for powder,
In section at Welcomb's Corner —
To Parker S. Stevens,
Mayor Merrill,
William Merrill,
Elias M. Stevens,
Joshua Littlefield, Jr.,
N. P. Weymouth,
Enoch Littlefield, 2d,
Henry Harden,
Charles H. Ray,
David S. Whitehouse,
Patrick Lyseth,

$2 00
13 50
55 10
$199 14
$16
9
9
15
7
7
11
1
6
4
14

50
00
00
00
50
25
25
00
00
50
00
101 00

In section in Village —
To B. D. House,
B. D. House, for oxen,
Job House,
Elias M. Stevens,
C. A. Bradbury,
James Eegan,
Oren Luce,
Moses D. Hodgkins,
Alden J. Verrill,
Dennis Driscoll,
John O'Neal,
Dennis Minnehan,
Jerry Donovan,
Wm. Driscoll,
James Flynn,
Thomas Carroll,
Timothy McCarty,
Cornelius Driscoll,
John Kief,
Nathan Bean,
Auletus Phillips,
Blake Keen,

$440 00
42 75
4 50
9 75
1 50
216 51
345 74
112 49
6 75
242 23
77 49
101 86
198 74
20 37
81 87
93 24
182 36
332 99
71 74
66 75
12 50
33 37
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To Thomas N. Mabury,
G. S. Haskell,
Oren T. Additon,
Dan Read,
Ezekiel Evelcth,
Hosea Littlefield,
Freedom Haskell,
Reuben Ross,
Mat Conners,
S. P. Chaplin,
Lincoln Keen,
J. H. Farnham,
P. Maney & Sons,
Austin Marshall,
Finson Stinchfield,
James McCarty,
John Stinchfield,
Samuel Darling,
Wm. S. Young,
Nathan Briggs,
B. H. Josslyn,
S. B. Cook,
An Irishman,
James L. Martin,
H. B. Ryerson,
John McAvin,
Isaiah V. McKenney,
John S. Randall,
Charles Flagg,
Mike Holland,
Luther Pierce,
Enoch Whitmore,
Sylvester Stetson,
Isaac A. Johnson,
Africa Staples,
Wm. Emery
Silas Kirk,
David W. Pulsifer,

$512
1
21
13
47
3
3
5
11
14
145
5
20
12
16
1
20
3
4
1
15
1
48
16
7
10
21
35
4
1
3
3
20
*7
1
2
1

00
00
00
50
50
50
25
00
25
25
12
00
25
00
50
50
00
00
50
35
15
25
50
00
00
50
50
00
00
50
50
70
00
00
50
80
25
12
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Gas Co., for street lamps,
S. K. Bearce & Co., for lumber,
J. B. Tebbetts, for grain,
Littlefield & Dorman, for hay,
Owen & Little, for bucket,
Barker Brooks, for tools,
Dingley, Poss & Co.,
Loring C. Pickett, for hay,
Penly, for hay,
David R. Loring, for straw,
Packard & Conant, for lumber,
West & Wing, for stone,
P. Maney & Sons, for wheelbarrows,
Norton & Edwards, for brick,
Thomas, for hay,
Wm. S. Young, for hay,
Lyman Wood, for blankets,
Kimball & Braley, for collars,
Daniel B. Stevens, blacksmithing,
Sumner Gowell, boarding man,
J. L. Lord, for blacksmithing,
D. L. Tobie, for lead pipe,
G. H. Field, for cement,
T. Littlefield, for stone,
Stephen Hayes, for repairing,
Thompson & Putnam, for plow point,
G. W. Brett, for blacksmithing,
J. M. Gulliver, for work,
J. W. Chaplin, for bucket,
Col. True, for hay,
Charles R. Jordan, for timber,
G. H. Haskell, for hay,
Jairus Martin, for hay,
Isaac Lamber.t, for hay,
T. Littlefield, for lantern,
Henry Stetson, repairing plow,
Stimson & Learned, for oil,
Robinson & Beede, for paint for cart,
Joseph Beauprey, for repairing cart,
Samuel Stetson, for filing saw,

$64
209
175
36

47
22
60
58
65
64 09
140 4T
24 36
14 11
2 00
27 94
25 00
4 00
27 00
13 54
30 91
1 00
10 50
53 47
3 50
1 75
4 75
2 00
7 70
20
1 00
4 85
3 00
1 00
13 26
2 50
8 50
10 53
20 28
1 15
2 50
3 15
90
6 50
50
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To Joshua Robinson, for hay,
Mr. Wilber, for hay,
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$17 17
20 06
$1,067 66

COST OF BUILDING SEWER.
To Norton & Edwards, materials and work, $624 08
G. H. Field, for cement pipe,
72 25
L. L. Barrell & Co., for cement,
5 50
Littlefield & Barrell, for cement,
11 00
Lewiston Machine Co., for grates,
27 90
Goss Brothers, for stone,
28 00
C. R. Jordan, for work,
65 25
Moses D. Hodgkins, for work,
45 00
Dennis Driscoll, for work,
45 00
John O'Neal, for work,
45 00
Jerry Donovan, for work,
45 00
Thomas Carroll, for work,
45 00
Dennis Minnehan, for work,
45 00
$1,103 98
COST OF BUILDING NEW ROADS
To Charles Flagg, for road near Moses
Merrill's,
John Gowell, for road near his house,
Africa Staples, road near John Gowell's,
Harrison Knowlton, road near John
Gowell's,
Sumner Gowell, road near John Gowell's,
Edmund Penney, road near John Gowell's,
Seth Manley, road near John Gowell's,
Joseph Gowell, 2d, road near John
Gowell's,
Q. K. Dillingham, near Turner line,
R. F. Townsend, near Turner line,
B. L. Townsend, near Turner line,

$300 00
118 00
27 50
4 50
93 00

87 00
45 75
42
3
3
24

75
00
75
50
$749 75
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Unpaid bills of last year:—
i Cyrus Hersey,
Welcome Hersey,
John Knight,
Simeon H. Keith,
George Bonney,
Hiram Ricker,
B. L. Townsend,
Benj. Hill, for watering-tub,
Benj. Hill, for work,
George H. Bradbury,
Ira T. Waterman,
H. 0. Whitman,
N. W. Noyes,
0. A. Berry,
John T. Briggs,
Charles L. Briggs,
Henry Stetson,
Africa Staples,
Silas Kirk,
David G. Durgin,
Joseph Gowell,
Samuel Nason,
N. P. Weymouth,
Moses P. Manley,
Moses Merrill,
Charles Flagg,
Milton Vosmus,
Edwin Soper,
A. P. Leonard,
Henry Frazier,
G. G. Hunnewell,
Arnold Bowie,
Winfield S. Hunnewell,
Albert Jordan,
Randall Herriman,
J. D. Rowe,
Moses Pitz, Jr.,
Joseph Moore,
Wm. Woodbury,

$16 81
3 00
75
1 50
4 00
75
11 20
3 00
1 05
3 00
19 40
3 30
2 55
60
75
1 50
1 73
3 00
25
24 00
75
1 50
1 50
1 50
1 20
4 85
1 50
2 00
80
2 50
3 75
30
30
1 50
2 62
1 50
13 50
4 00
2 25
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S. R. Eobinson,
James L. Martin,
Winslow Hicks,
Charles P. Merrill,
Ansel Lombard,
Samuel Warren,
B. H. Josslyn,
J. H. Merrill,
Job House,
0. A. Jordan,
Charles Dunn,
C. C. Stockbridge,
Philemon Harlow,
Wm. S. Young,
Oren Luce,
E. M. Stevens,
C. A. Stockbridge,

$1
24
2
1
3

3
18
10
12
16
1
19
8

49

75
00
00
80
50
45
50
15
00
00
00
00
75
25
75
50
00
$273 36

Total amount expended on account of highways,

$11,894 0T

SCHEDULE OF PROPERTY.
1 pair of horses ; 1 set of double harness; 2 blankets; 1
cart; 1 set of sleds ; 6 picks; 1 axe ; 1 grub hoe ; 4 plows ; 3scrapers; 2 patent scrapers; 2 chains; 4 iron bars; 1 stonehammer; 1 stone sled ; wrench; 2 pails ; comb and brush.
THOMAS LITTLEPIELD,
Street Commissioner.
MARCH 1,

1872.

REPORT OF CITY TREASURER.
CITY OF AUBURN.
MARCH 1ST, 1872.

Gentlemen of the City .Council:—
I have the honor to present herewith my account as City
Treasurer for the financial year ending February 29th, 1872.
GEO. S. WOODMAN, Treasurer.

The Joint Standing Committee on Accounts have examined
the accounts of the City Treasurer for the year ending February
29, 1872, and find them correctly cast and properly vouched
for, and hereby approve the same.
S1&AS SPRAGUE,
FRANK BARTLETT,
JOSIAH PENLY,
Committee on Accounts.
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DISBURSEMENTS.
Paid Mayor's Warrants lor—
Engine House,
New school houses,
Payment of interest/
Payment of debt,
Surfport of schools,
Support of poor,
New roads,
New bridge,
Contingent fund,
Repair of roads, streets, & c ,
Salaries,
Police and Night Watch,
Fire Department,
Printing and stationery,
Abatement of taxes,
Discount on taxes,
Total disbursements for the year,
Balance in Treasury,

$3,675 08

613 98
8,623 93
34,093 83
13,670 88
3,204 60
749
15,908
8,364
11,144
2,083
1,289
1,935

75

35
25
32

00
62
91
221 35
2,589 66
2,139 67

$110,308 18
14,117 87

$124,426 05

TREASURER'S REPORT.
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EECEIPTS.
nee in Treasury, March 1,1871,
ived on temporary loans,
Roads, streets, &c, account,
Contingent fund account,
New bridge account,
New road account,
Pauper account,
School account,
Debt account,
Interest account,
New school house account,
Tax lists of 1871,

$11,570
15,000
69
8,001
10,556
800
437
208
24,213
588
45
52,934

92
00
94
37
96
00
04
30
25
62
00
65

$124,426 05
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Balance due on tax lists of 1867,
Balance due on tax lists of 1871,
Note of E. M. Nevens,
Notes of John Gowell, 3d,
Cash in Treasury,

$118
11,205
44
1,400
1,349

65
55
39
00
28

$14,117 87
LIABILITIES.
Bonded debt of city,
Temporary debt,

$133,025 00
10,800 00

Total city debt,

$143,825 00

Balance,

$129,707 13

REPORT OF OVERSEERS OF POOR.
To the GUy Council of Auburn:—
Gentlemen,—The undersigned, Overseers of the Poor of the
City of Auburn, respectfully submit the following report of
their administration of the affairs of their department, for the
year ending Feb. 29, 1872.
The whole amount paid, on account of the poor, during the
year, is $3,163 41, as follows:
For bills of 1870 unpaid March 1, 1871—
Wood for Henry Cripps,
$3 75
Medical attendance, II. G. Cobb,
5 00
Supplies for Nathaniel Larrabee,
31 10
Blacksmith work for farm,
17 13
Supplies for farm,
8 55
Total for bills of 1870,

$65 53

EXPENSES FOR 1871.
Supplies to poor of other towns —
Cephas Thompson, Jay,
D. W. Dinsmore, Oxford,
Mrs. Bird, Portland,
Daniel Barter, Hallowell,
Mrs. Larrabee, Greene,
Bozilla Farwell's child, Gray,
A pauper of Bangor,
Total for poor of other towns,

$14
3
11
80
18
4
36

00'
30
00
00
00
00
98

$167 28

Supplies furnished persons having no settlement in the State—
Mrs. Creden,
$39 00
John Crouty,
13 00

CITY OF AUBURN.
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Ellen Lynch,
Mrs. Herries,
Cyrena Sawyer,
Harry Inman,
Mrs. Smith and children,
Unknown,
Total for transient paupers,

$49 25
3 50
15 00
11 50
4 60
13 40
$149 25

Supplies furnished off the farm, to persons having a settlement
in the city—
$96 90
John Jordan,
74 25
H . G. Cobb,
94 61
Abigail Stevens,
52 00
Miss Hackett,
Olive Nason,
71 55
Mrs. Trench,
29 50
Nathaniel Larrabee,
32 25
Lovejoy children,
8 55
Benjamin Jordan,
45 00
A. K. P. Ramsdell,
62 00
Wm. P . Ayres,
7 62
Benjamin Walker,
8 50
Thomas Warren,
54 84
Widow of Washington Ray,
64 60
William Stevens,
56 75
Martha Piper,
6 00
Total,
Expenses on account of Insane Persons —
Martha A. Hill,
Sally Staples,
Lucy T. Nason,
Elmira D. Randall,
Charles Moody,
Frank P . Allen,
Total expense of insane paupers
Expenses upon the Poor-farm —
Genera 1 supplies,

$764 92

$156 18
150 00
130 70
149 07
70 93
23 85
$681 23

$722 54

OVERSEERS' REPORT.

Medical attendance,
Repairs,
Oxen purchased,
Services of N. W. Noyes and wife,
Total expense of farm,
Receipts from all sources —
From produce sold from farm,
Sale of oxen,
James Breen,
B. Conant,
William Haskell,
Charles Hutchins,
Town of Jay,
" " Oxford,
" " Greene,
" " Brunswick,
" " Yarmouth,
" " Gray,
Total receipts,
RECAPITULATION.
Bills of 187Q,
Poor of other towns,
Persons having no settlement,
Expenses off the farm,
"
of insane poor,
"
on the farm,

57
$32
39
140
400

16
90
00
00

$1,334 60
$48
140
16
4
2
2
35
124
18
15
26
4

11
00
50
60
00
00
00
90
00
00
88
00

$437 05

$65
161
149
764
681
1,334

53
28
85
92
23
60

Total expenses,
Received from all source?,

$3,163 41
427 05

Net amount paid out during year,
Amount due from other towns—
Bangor,
Hallowell,
Oxford,
Portland,

$2,736 36
$36
80
3
13

98
00
30
00

$133 28
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The expensed of the farm during the year, including the
salary of the overseer, and deducting the amount received
from produce sold, and value of articles from the farm furnished
Thomas Warren, are $1,271 57.
The total amount of expenditures on account of the poor,
including the bills of the Insane Hospital, from Feb. 28, 1871,
to March 1, 1872, after deducting the amount expended for
paupers of other towns, which will without doubt be reimbursed, is $2,963 30.
The estimated value of the products of the farm, for the
year, is $468.
There were left on the farm, Feb. 29,1872, 2 oxen ; 3 cows;
3 swine; 17 hens; 1 barrel flour; 75 lbs. lard; 15 to 20 lbs.
tallow ; about 60 bushels potatoes ; 40 gallons cider; 1 barrel
beef; 2 1-2 barrels pork; 150 lbs. ham; 50 lbs. cheese; 85lbs.
butter; 40 cords wood at door and in wood-house ; 125 lbs.
dried apple; 14 lbs. tea; 40 bushels corn; 1 bushel beans;
1 bushel peas, and the usual farming tools.
Some additions have been made to the bed clothing, during
the year, and that and the housekeeping goods are now in
good condition.
Eight paupers have died during the year, of whom seven
had a settlement in the city, and three were upon the farm.
The number of persons now receiving assistance from the
city, exclusive of those in the Insane Hospital, is twenty-six,
including children. Of these, fifteen are upon the farm ; viz.:
Names.

Age.

Names.

85 Wm. Haskell,
To
Reuel Willis,
Amos Pulsifer,
69 James Harlow,
51
Joseph Staples,
57 Mrs. Knapp,
99
C. H. Hutchins,
42 Mrs. Larrabee,
77
Judith Pierce,
92 Mary Hutchins,
40
Mary Brown,
82 Benj. Caswell,
41
Charles Dicker,
81 I. C. Perry,
35
Benj. Bradford,
83
Thomas Warren and family still keep house in on# of the
buildings on the farm, and are so nearly self-supporting that.we
have not thought it best to make any change.
The plan adopted last year, of employing a City Physician
for paupers not at the farm, has been followed the present year,
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to the advantage of the city, we think, and we recommend its
continuance.
Since the close of the year covered by this report, William
Stevens, a pauper of this city who lived in Minot, and whose
sickness prevented his removal, has died, leaving a widow and
one child. We recommend that she and her child, and also
John Jordan, whom we have been obliged to assist during the
winter, and whose wife recently died, be removed to the farm
unless they are to be self-supporting.
On account of the shortness of the time after the organization of the new city government, before the engagement of
the overseer of the farm expires, we recommend that the City
Council pass an order, authorizing the engagement of a person
for overseer hereafter by the Board of the preceding year.
Respectfully submitted.
WM. B. MERRILL,
G. D. HOLMES,
RICHARD DRESSER,
Overseers of Poor of Auburn.

REPORT OF LIQUOR AGENT.
To the Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Auburn:—
GENTLEMEN—I have the honor to submit the following report
in relation to receipts and expenses of the Liquor Agency, for
the year ending February 29th, 1872.
Liquor Agency in account with the City.
CR.

By cash paid Treasurer, for liquors sold, $2,946 44
Liquors furnished at Poor Farm,
8 60
Liquors furnished Fire Department,
2 50
Liquors now in the Agency,
187 24
Cash paid Treasurer for rent of room
in Agency,
32 00
Total receipts,

$3,176 78

Liquor Agency in account with the City.
DR.

To Liquors in Agency, March 1, 1871,
Liquors purchased during the year,
Amount paid for rent of Agency,
Freight, gas, and other bills,
Wood for Agency,
Salary paid Agent,
Total expenses,
Net profit to the city,
AUBURN,

March 1, 1872.

$291
1,867
150
36
19
300

38
96
00
14
30
00
$2;664 78

$512 00
G. C. BURRILL, Agent.

REPORT OF SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
To the City Council of Auburn:—
In accordance with the requirements of the law of the State,
the Superintending School Committee of Auburn have the honor
to submit to you a detailed report of the condition, progress
and needs of the public schools of Auburn, for the school year
ending March, 1832.
When the Committee accepted this office, it was with the
understanding that the}' were to_act as an advisory board, without compensation, and that the onerous duties incident to the
direction and care of the schools, were to be performed by the
Superintendent of Schools, Mr. A. M. Jackson. After the
organization of the Committee, however, the Superintendent,
at his own request, was assigned the care of schools in the city
districts proper, Mr. Martin and Dr. Packard having charge of
the schools in the rural districts (except in the Gowell District),
each in his own part of the city. At the close of the Summer
Term the Superintendent of Schools resigned his office, and,
though contrary to their preferences, the Committee consented
to do the duties of that office until an efficient Superintendent
might be chosen. No such school officer has yet been elected,
and we respectfully urge the necessity of such a choice by the
City Council at the opening of the next school year. Members
of School Committees, be they never so well fitted for their
positions, should not have the care and direction of the schools
of a city like ours. These schools need one responsible head,
whose eye shall be over all the field and whose time shall be
devoted with enthusiasm to the work. The responsibility for
the schools, divided among five men, is felt by none of them, or,
if felt, creates dissatisfaction with a work for which each has
no time or adequate compensation. Lqt the compensation for
these duties be commensurate with their responsibilities, and
let them be assumed by a Superintendent of Schools, alive to
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their wants and possessing the capacity to organize, classify
and amend. Then the duties of Superintending School Committee become what ours were at the beginning of the year,
advisory, and general rather than specific, and without compensation. The schools of the city need constant supervision. Expending, as we do, $13,000 to $14,000 annually for public schools,
with thirty-eight teachers, it is demanded not only far efficiency,
but also for economy, that the schools be invigorated by one
controlling, competent mind. The Committee deeply feel the
importance of this need, and you will pardon the recommendation that they reiterate—the speedy choice of a Superintendent
of Schools, with a salary which will enable him ito devote himself to the work. We believe that our school appropriation
will be worth vastly more, expended under such direction
than if left to the haphazard policy and necessarily disjointed views of five men. With $14,000 to expend and thirtyeight schools and sections of schools, to be directed, no sound
business man would hire five men to do i t ; he would rather seek
out a man experienced and skillful in the service, pay him for
his work and at the end of the year find his labor well done and
the expenditure for superintendence an economy. Twenty*
eight weeks of school per annum, under a good superintendent,
are worth more than twenty per cent, more schooling directed
by five persons.
During the year there have been three terms of public school,
Spring, Fall and Winter, the first opening April 3d, 18T1, and
closing June 9 ; the second opening September 4, and closing
November 10; the third opening December 4, 1871, and closing
Feb. 9, 1872. The High School, according to the obligation of
the city, has been continued thirty-three weeks. The duration
of the schools of the city has been twenty-nine weeks, save of
the High School, which, as already stated, has been of thirty,
three weeks' length for the year. The teachers for the High
School were employed the year, except the lady assistant, and
the four weeks additional entailed slight expense on the city.
We have sustained one High School of four classes, a Grammar
School of five divisions, besides the Grammar Schools at West
Auburn and in Perryville ; six Primary Schools and twenty-one
Rural Schools (not including the Grammar School at West
Auburn), making in all thirty-eight schools and sections of
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schools, with a corps of thirty-eight teachers. All the teachers,
save the Principal and one assistant in the High School, the
Principal of the Grammar School, and (during the Winter Term
only) the Principal of West Auburn Grammar School, have been
ladies. The schools of the city have given instruction to one
thousand two hundred and forty-one scholars during the year,
of whom eighty-four were in the High School; two hundred
and seventy-three in the Grammar, two hundred and seventyone in the Primary and six hundred and thirteen in the Rural
Schools. It will be seen that more than half of the pupils
which the city is instructing are in the Rural Schools' and that
the Rural Schools employ five-ninths of the thirty-six teachers
paid for by the city.
The Committee organized in the choice of E. F. Packard,
Chairman; B. F. Sturgis, Secretary. C. K. Packard and Mr.
Martin continued in charge each of the Rural Schools in his
section of the city, only one Rural School and that in the Gowell
District, being assigned to another. The remaining schools
were assigned as follows : High School and Academy street
Primaries to Mr. Packard ; Grammar and Perryville Schools to
Dr. Sturgis; Pine street Primaries, Gowell and Merrill Districts
to Mr. Dingley.
The following are the
STATISTICAL TABLES.
respecting the Fall and Winter Terms, during which we have
had the direction of the schools :—
Whole number of scholars in the city,
2,025
Whole number of scholars attending Fall Term,
1,216
Average number attending Fall Term,
1,051
Whole number attending in Winter Term,
1,241
Average number attending Winter Term,
1,080
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T A B U L A E STATEMENT.
FALL

School.

High School,
Grammar School, Spring St.

PiDe St. (Grammar Grade),
"
(Primary Grade),
Academy St.

"

Perryville

"

N. & W. Auburn, Grammar,
"West Auburn,
Danville Junction,
Danville Corner, .
East Auburn,
North Auburn,
Plummer District,
Stevens Mills,
Howe's Corner,
"Woodman District,
Dillingham Hill,
Gowell District,
Crockett,
Plains, .
Hotel Road,
Emerson,
Perkins Ridge.
Jordan,
Haskell's,
Merrill Hill, .
Mavston's Conler,
Penly District,
Evelcth Corner,

TERM,

1871.

Teacher.

G. C. Emery,
Kingsbury Bachelder,
Mattie Marrow,
O. S. Williams,
Mattie A. Rogers,
Myra R. Billings,
E. H. North,
H. E. Raynes,
S. E. Wright,
M. J . Whitman,
Lottie S. Rolfe,
Mary E. Rideout,
J. L. Farrington,
F . H. Stickney,
Millie M. Briggs,
Nellie M. Staples,
Annie B. Crooker,
Mary P. Lara,
Calista A. Preble,
N. Maria Stevens,
Ada E. Blake,
Emma Emerson,
A. M. Taylor,
Emma J . Turner,
Eva A. Stevens,
Ella F. Marshall,
Emma J. Harlow,
Flora Blethci].
Ella A. French,
Hattie E. Tilton,
Stella B. Prince,
Lucy A. Small,
Anna M. Dakin,
Anna C. Chandler,
Julia P. Briggs,
Melinda Haskell,
Maryette Leavitt,
Etta B. Hutchins,

84

45
30
41
40
36
42
50
38
51
29
40
47
27
23
38
32
46
18
40
34
18
25
26
15
23
27
16
25
25
29
30
25
25
28
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Teacher.

a .
"AS,
,2'&
O 3

£

High School,
tt
tt

Grammar School, Spring St.
"
""
""

Pine St. (Grammar Grade),
"
(Primary Grade),
""
""

Academy St.

"

tt

tt

Perryville

"

""

N. & W . Auburn, Grammar,
West Auburn,
Danville Junction,
Danville Corner,
East Auburn,
North Auburn,
Plummer District,
Stevens Mills,
Howe's Corner, .
Woodman District,
Dillingham Hill, .
Gowell District,
Crockett,
Plains, .
Hotel Road,
Emerson,
Perkins Ridge.
Jordan,
. . .
Haskell's, : . .
Merrill Hill,
Marston's Corner,
Penly District,
Eveleth Corner,

5

Kingsbury Bachelder, .
George E. Gay,
Mattie Marrow,
O. S. Williams,
Mattie A. Rogers,
Myra R. Billings,
Lizzie E. Eastman,
H. E. Raynes,
S. C. Wright,
Emma J. Harlow.
Lottie S. Rolfe,
Mary E. Rideout,
J. L. Farrington,
F . H. Stickbey,
Millie M. Briggs,
Walter G. Holmes,
Annie B. Crooker,
Phila C. Flagg,
Mary J. Frost,
Lucy A. Small,
Ada E. Blake,
Maryette Leavitt,
Mary A. Hathaway,
Maria Bisbee.
Augusta M. Taylor,
Ella F. Marshall,
Mary P. Lara,
Aldana C. Hatch,
Emma J . Turner,
L. M. Griggs,
Ella A . French,
Anna C. Chandler,
Anna M. Dakin,
Maria N. Stevens,
Julia P . Briggs,
Melinda Haskell,
Emma Emerson,
Etta A. Hutchins,

78

—
—

49
44
43
43
41
40
47
50
42
51
28
41
53
29
33
32
37
38
18
37
31
17
19
20
14
22
33
21
26
24
31
23
29
29
28

•

Weekly
Compensation.
ion.

1871-2.

ven
tenAverage
attendan
dance.

School.

TERM,

Whole mber
Pupils.

WINTER

Number
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$36 00
20 00
10 00
25 00
9 00
9 00
9 00
9 00
9 00
9 00
9 00
8 00
8 00
9 00
9 00
13 00
8 00
8 00
8 50
9 00
8 00
8 00
8 50
8 00
8 00
7 25
7 50
7 00
8 00
8 00
7 00
7 50
8 00
8 00
8 00
8-00
'8 00
8 00

*J

is-

.<)

—
—

43
41
38
33
37
36
40
40
37
45
22
35
42

—

30
21
33
32
16
33
21
15
17
18
12
20
30
18
24
21
24
20
23
25
22

w
a

3 a
75
<u P .

• 1O
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PKIMARY SCHOOLS.
The Committee have felt the importance of securing experienced teachers, as well in the Primary as in other schools,
believing that no teacher needs more tact and skill than she
who takes the children up to the Grammar grade. Our Primary
Schools have in the main done good work, only wanting better
classification and the care of superintendency. We have had
several teachers from the State Normal School in this and other
grades, who have done good service. One or two of the
Primary Schools have done signally good work, not only achieving what belonged to their grade but much additional in general
exercises. The schools in the Pine street school-house and
some others were not a little interrupted by sickness, in the
Winter Term. One of the schools suffered somewhat from a
change of teachers. A teacher acquainted with the scholars,
and in other respects efficient, is of course always to be preferred to a new teacher, however excellent.
EUEAL SCHOOLS.
The schools, generally, have prospered. There has been but
one instance where the authority of the Committee had to be
invoked to expel a scholar for insubordination. Almost uniformly when such cases occur, the fault lies with the parents,
rather than with teacher or pupil. We think the day has passed
when it becomes the duty of the Superintendent or School Committee to employ an Amazon or a Hercules for teacher to put
unruly boys out of doors. Short work should be made of all
cases of insubordination, and submission or expulsion must be
the alternative.
With somewhat of delicacy and yet for the welfare of the
schools, must we advert to one singular source of annoyance
and weakness, in several schools of the city, the past year. We
refer to several cases where schools have been injured and in
more than one case practically rendered worthless, by unseemly
displays of courtship on the part of the teacher. Whenever a
teacher worships the god Cupid, in a manner such as to draw
forth the derision of the pupils, that teacher has at once surrendered good taste and the well-being of the school. The
Committee do not undertake to interfere with the inalienable
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rights of lovers, save when these previleges are abused by
being transferred to the arena of the schools. We think it safe,
from-the experience of the year, to affirm, that a teacher of a
public school cannot simultaneously serve the school and a lover.
These operations may seem trivial in a public report, but are
deemed necessary, from the fact that such displays the past
year have ,cost the city several hundred dollars, not to name the
loss of time on the part of scholars.
Our Rural Schools need the close attention of a Superintendent, to reduce the number of classes and improve the routine
of study. Almost all the Bural Schools have from twenty to
'fifty per cent.more classes than are needed. Among the studies
that should be introduced into the Rural Schools, is Agricultural Chemistry,
GRAMMAR SCHOOLS.
The Grammar School the past year was in charge of Mr. C.
E. Wing, up to the close of the Spring Term, and of Mr. 0 . S.
Williams during the Pall and Winter Terms, with three female
assistants, in Grammar School House, during the year. One
school of this grade, for want of room, has been held in the
Pine Street Primary school-house. During the Fall Term the
Committee observed so many deficiencies in classification,
arising rather from the system of gradation than from any other
source, that it was voted at the opening of the Winter Term to
make a trial of a system of classification more flexible and better adapted to a school in which, like every other, almost every
variety of natural ability is to be found. Accordingly, this
system, endorsed highly by gentlemen of experience in school
direction, in this and other States, was adopted. The system
may be called
FREE CLASSIFICATION.
Under the former system of classification, complaints, often
well founded, came to the f ears of the Committee, that pupils
were kept back by dull scholars in their classes, and that they
were required to work four years for what they could do in two
or three, jast to accommodate those who could not make
progress so rapidly. The point of advantage in the free system
adopted, is that under it the school is organized so that every
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pupil finds the place fitted for him. Under this system the
pupil studies just what an intelligent parent urges, if the parents
have preferences, under the general control of the Superintendent. Nobody is kept back by a stupid boy or girl. If a pupil
is out for a term, or part of a term, he can go back into classes
suited to him. A pupil can go through the course, or take a
partial course, as his parents desire, or according to ability and
inclination. More pupils will pass up to the higher grades,
because, under the old system, the smarter ones were kept
back too long in the Grammar grade. The effect of this system
will be to raise the grade of the High School—a consummation
much desired—by giving smart pupils an opportunity to be
taught more branches in the Grammar School. For instance,
we have been enabled to add the study of Chemistry, under this
system, in the Grammar School, during the Winter Term. The
instruction has been oral, the scholars have not needed any "new
books," and the beneficial results in stimulating the ambition,
industry and zeal of the pupils, have been notable.
The effect of this system of free classification upon the
pupils, is strongly in its favor. Pupils finding there is no
" c l a s s " to lug them along bodily, into the High School, are
put on their own responsibility, and many who were only lazy
before, are stimulated to work, as they find they can be promoted any day of any term, for proficiency in any branch of
study.
Agaio, the dull scholars are not compelled to take as many
studies as the smartest carry. Thus fewer poor recitations follow. The large majority study with more zest than under the
close classification system.
The studies under this system are departmentized among the
teachers, the teachers passing from room to room, one teacher
teaching arithmetic, another geography, another composition,
another reading, and so on. Thus.instruction during the pupil's
stay in the Grammar School is not confused. For instance, a
teacher has. his own way of teaching mathematics, it is lucid,
simple and satisfactory; another teacher may have' another
equally as good way of teaching this branch, but let the pupil
who has received instruction after the methods of the first
teacher, pass to the methods of a second,, and he is confased
and really fails to show what he has learned, and must"grope en
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tillhegets hold of method Number 2. Now, under the system
adopted, the pupil during his whole stay in the Grammar
School will be under one teacher, in each branch, and, hence,
instruction will be clear and without confusion of method. So,
when the work is completed the principles of hjs studies will be
so firmly fixed in his mind that he will readily adapt himself to
the various methods which in business life will be forced upon
him. The time for this.confusion is not in the school-room,
before the primary rules are firmly fixed. This principle of
departmentizing instruction is one which has been successful
for many years in dur better schools and colleges. For instance,
what would an undergraduate's instruction in Chemistry in college be worth to hiin, if he was taught by four different teachers
each year ! In our higher schools this principle has passed,,
unchallenged, for years ; it is a principle as correct for schools
of every grade.
Under this system, too, pupils are taught self-reliance, because the pupil must study for himself, the teacher has less
spare time to help the pupil study. The place for the teacher
to instruct, is not from bench to bench, but before the class
itself, otherwise there is prodigal waste of time and the pupil
makes the teacher study for him. After the teacher has heard
the recitation is the time for her to supplement all shortcomings
in the subject of the recitation. Then she may herself impart
instruction. A teacher who does nothing but ask questions is
an anomaly, is no teacher at all.
The flexibility and common sense of this system commended
themselves to the Committee, at the outset, but they entered on
its adoption not without some misgivings, growing out of the
natural disinclination to "change," and well knowing that
theory and practice are not always equally fine. The teachers
in the Grammar grade were not enthusiastic for the new system,
but throwing aside their preferences, as they did, we will give
them the credit of co-operating heartily with the new system
when it was inaugurated, and in spite of their prejudices, carrying the system out legitimately. The result was the system
itself wprked so admirably, that its success, in their own hands,
gave their prejudices leave to retire. The enthusiasm which
the teachers now feel for the new system is a ground for increased faith in it on our part, especially as their prepossessions
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were adverse. Their only criticism upon it is, " It makes us
work harder than ever." It is acknowledged by them, however,
that a teacher instructing in one branch alone does better work.
Of the details of this system in operation we observe : Little
time is wasted in the moving of classes ; there is no confusion ;
all the changes from room to room are made with speed and
order; less time is required for recesses, because the pupils
move from room to room, more or less,- in-reciting. Boys deficient in arithmetic, for instance, have made up that deficiency
by taking two lessons in arithmetic, which this system readily
admits. If dull in any branch the teacher can apply this arid
other remedies. There are two hours time for Study per day
in school; or more time for study, if a less number of studies
is taken there is economy of instruction in every respect. A
pupil while being heard in the same branch of study by the
same teacher, always, has the advantage of being under different teachers in the different studies, which gives refreshing and
relief of manner and method to the pupil, while one teacher'
hears all the recitations in one branch.
The only needs of this system now are, more school room
(a subject which will be alluded to under its appropriate head),
consecutive trial, careful supervision, and an extension of the
same plan through all the present graded schools of the city.
It should be at once adopted in the Primary grade, where there
is much complaint on the part of parents about "'their scholars
being kept back." Of course these complaints are not always
well founded and should be sifted by the Superintendent before
yielding to a wish that may prove a whim, but we personally
know of cases of hardship incident to the old cast-iron method
of classification. In the High School, also, there ia need of
close adherence to this free system.
With regard to the passage of a pupil from Primary to
Grammar and from Grammar to High School, there must continue to be a standard, up to which every pupil must come.
The only cases of insubordination in the city district, have
been in the Mixed School, in the Grammar-School Buildrng, from
which three rebellious pupils were expelled.
Under the present system of classification in the Grammar
School, we have been enabled to dispense with that which has
heretofore been a deplorable necessity—the Mixed School—a
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school which has been exceedingly unpopular and unpromising.
In this connection we submit the report of the Principal of the
Grammar School.
To the Superintending School Committee:—
The following are the number of classes in each study, as
arranged the second week of the Fall Term:—
Arithmetic, six classes; Grammar, four classes ; Geography,
five classes; History, two classes; Natural Science, two classes;
Drawing, four classes; Composition, four classes; Reading,
five classes ; Spelling, four classes.
Writing was taught supplementary to Drawing and Composition and by requiring all work done on the board, or on test
papers, to be neat and legible.
During the term a number of changes were made, as the
interests of the school seemed to demand. It was deemed
advisable to drop the study of the Common-School Geography
in the highest grade, and give more attention to other studies,
particularly History and Natural Science, for the last half of
the term. Better results were secured by this arrangement.
All the grades of the school, except the lowest, have received instruction in Natural Science, the principles of Chemistry occupying most attention.
*
*
*
*
*
It is the opinion of competent judges that Guyot's Elementary and Intermediate Geographies are ample text books for a
Grammar-School Course, and that the Common-School Geography
now prescribed for the last year, ought to be omitted. If the
Elementary and Intermediate can be mastered before the last
year so much the better, as History is introduced for the
remainder of the course.
The classification of last term has enabled the teachers to do
more and better work than was accomplished the previous term.
Drawing, Composition and Natural Science were made regular
daily exercises; formerly they received but very little attention. Time and labor were ecqnomized by the change and this
extra work done without detracting from other studies. The
pupils of the mixed grade having been assigned such places in
the different classes as their attainments seemed to warrant, the
time previously consumed in teaching them the same studies, by
themselves, was saved to the teacher to be more judiciously
applied.

72

CITY OF AUBUKN.

The first assignment of pupils to classes was only temporary,
and from time to time deserving pupils of a lower class were
promoted to a higher, and some who failed tp maintain a fair
standing in their classes were transposed to a lower.
The present and increasing number of pupils demands a
larger and better school-house. If this cannot be had at once,
some improvements must be made in the old building/ so that
the school-rooms may be a little more convenient and attractive.
A small appropriation for chemicals and apparatus, and a
suitable place to keep the same protected from dust, is very
much needed to make the teaching of the sciences a success.
A few chemicals were obtained and charged to the city. The
apparatus was furnished by the teacher, without expense to the
city.0. S. WILLIAMS,
Principal Grammar School.
DBA WING.
The past year something has been done in the practice of
Drawing in our schools. In the Primary and Grammar Schools
a beginning is made with Freehand Drawing.
Instrumental
Drawing should be introduced in the latter portion of the course,
in the Grammar School, and continued in the High. There
seems to be a dim apprehension of the significance of this branch
of study in our Common Schools, but no person can observe its
effect on the pupils, when the drill is consecutively followed, without assenting that some modicum of the time wasted on useless
Geography and other nonsense in our schools, should be devoted
to studies which shall fit them for life's duties. Scholars, year
after year, are crammed with useless dates and statistics in
Geography which they remember only to forget, and precious
hours are wasted which might be employed in fitting them for
the business of life. Here comes up a boy who is to be made
into a carpenter or a merchant. What boots it to him to learn
out of his Geography how many cats there are in Zanzibar ?• It
would be better if the embryo carpenter were taught Enough
facility with crayon or pencil to draw an ogee moulding, or the
embryo merchant enough deftness in figures to make his work
neat, legible and correct. These ends are achieved by the study
of drawing.
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Let it be understood that the study of drawing is not pursued
for any merely fanciful or even simply for an assthetic end I It
has an industrial, bread-and-butter significance, as much as the
multiplication table and fractions. The practice of drawing
instructs the eye to see correctly and the hand to execute
deftly. Drawing is dealing with forms. Various figures are
introduced and imitated, then the scholars are required to invent
figures. Thus their inventive faculties are developed. Habits
of neatness, precision and caution are developed—a matter of
incalculable importance; for the season with the children is
their formative period of life. So, good work in arithmetic
and penmanship is secured by drawing, work careful, correct,
neat. Thus founded there should be a year of instrumental
drawing in the Grammar School. There should be enough instruction to enable pupils who become mechanics to work from
a working drawing. There are mechanics in the city of Auburn
who are skillful at drawing, and they invariably command the
highest wages. The majority of our pupils go no further in our
school system than the Grammar School, and they should be
taught drawing enough to enable them to go on by themselves
and make of themselves draughtsmen and designers. Especially
is such instruction as this serviceable to girls. Hardly anything
is now made but from a drawing, in all the range from a palace
to a pin. A Bath ship-builder says, once he put up each end
of his ship with considerable care, and the centre section as
best he could, by guess-work, but he would not do it now. He
now builds no ship unless he has his drawings at hand, even to
the smallest detail.
One thing we have observed with pleasure. There are some
pupils who seemed to be dull, who "hated school and couldn't
learn," said their parents, who excel in drawing, whose miuds
have been stiraulated^by i t ; for whom the school room is now a
pleasant place. May it not be that many pupils are approached
on their dull side only, and wait for some congenial branch of
.study to waken their dormant faculties into bud and blossom ?
And should not a well-rounded system of public instruction
provide every legitimate stimulus to the varied faculties which
it is its service to awaken and instruct ?
How many business men in the city of Auburn have had
occasion to use cube root, the past year? Wo doubt if,.in
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ordinary business, anybody ever has need to employ i t ; but
children furrow their brows over the arithmetical puzzles •'in
the last half of arithmetic" for several years and leave the
school not a whit better furnished for, life on account of them.
Well founded in the primary rules of arithmetic, in fractions,
decimals, interest and what may be called business arithmetic,
that is enough for business men and women. A parent should
rejoice more over the skill of his child in drawing than over his
skill in cube root. Simple numbers the child must know,.but
look at the lives of men and women around us and see that
we earn our bread by the use of tools rather than by the useiof
numbers.
There can be no objection to the introduction of drawing
into the schools on account of expense. A. few cents worth.of
paper is all that is required up to instrumental drawing, and
two dollars will buy all the instruments that are then needed.
Again, as to instrumental drawing, there can be no hardship or
injustice growing out of expense, in any individual case, for
under the free system of classificatiom, no pupil, against the
wishes of parents, need study it at all.
The only difficulty in the way of introducing drawing into
the public schools of the State, is founded in the deficiency of
teachers to instruct in this branch. Fortunately, we were
favored in Auburn with the assistance in this department of
G. B. Stetson, Esq., County. Supervisor of Schools, who.,has
rendered signal service in this and in other respects, to our
public schools, since we have been without a Superintendent.
Indeed, without his assistance and that, too, in his official
capacity, and, therefore, costing the city nothing, the schools,of
the city would have been far less efficient the past two.terms.
NATURAL SCIENCE.
The study of the Natural Sciences has been insisted on to
some extent, and with good results.
The instruction in this
branch largely comes from the teacher. The Child's Ek>ek of
Nature which had dropped out of some schools, was restored.
It should be in all the schools of the city, rural and urban. The
study of Botany, Physiology and Chemistry, has been pursued
in different schools of all grades—in every case without text
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books, except in the High School. The study of Chqm^stry has
been pursued in the Grammar School, with marked good results,
as has already been hinted. The Principal has used apparatus
and shown experiments before the class, and members of the
classes have themselves performed experiments. The pupils
have had a new interest in school, stimulated by lectures in
this branch, and many of them have zealously used their leisure
hours and holidays in investigation and experiments on their
own account.
The last term in the Grammar School the science was defined, composition of water and air were shown by experiments,
the part that plants play in preserving the air, and composition
of metals were illustrated. The pupils were taught the construction of the thermometer, the bleaching process, how salt
is formed, sugar, &c.; the process of fermentation. Four
exercises in this branch, per week, were given last term to two
classes. To show the lightness of hydrogen one of the pupils
was allowed to fill a toy balloon with that gas, with an effect
entirely conclusive I The teacher, with the class before him,
gives the pupils the information ; they take notes and are
questioned on the lesson the succeeding day. The exercise of
taking notes is exceedingly valuable to the pupils, teaching
them to take notice of what they hear on public occasions and
readiness in noting it down. All other studies arc pursued
with books, but this changes the plan and forces the pupils to
observe, note and remember.
Next term the Principal intends to continue the course of
Chemistry, with practical application to agriculture and gardening. The testimony is that the scholars in the Grammar School
take more interest and generally make more progress in their
other studies, from the relief and awakening furnished by these
occasional talks and experiments on Natural Science.
ELOCUTION AND COMPOSITION.
The Grammar School (as well as other grades) has done
something in these exercises the past year, but the free classification system of the last term has enabled the work to be
departmentized and enlarged. Exercises in Elocution have
been heard Wednesday afternoons, in the Grammar School, with
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three-fourths of the school present. Much has been done'in
composition during the winter, the pupils being required to
write on some simple subject, on the moment. The peculiar,
mode of instruction permitted daily practice. The scholars
have improved in facility of expression, in syntax, in punctuation, in spelling and in the use of capital letters, as the result
of this excellent exercise, which in oral or written form, should
be more extensively and systematically employed through all
the schools of the city. The boy or girl who can write a letter
readily, intelligently and correctly, has achieved an important
end, one which is frequently the touchstone for success in business life.
WKITING.
The instruction in writing should be united with that of spelling and composition, and generally is, in our schools. The
beneficial effects of the drawing exercises upon writing are
marked.
REGISTERS.
A more careful system of registration and ranking of scholars
is needed, especially under the free system of classification.
The teachers should be supplied with proper books, in which
the record of each pupil should be made. These books should
be handed over to the Superintendent, and by him preserved,
that the standing of each scholar may be known to him. In
ranking scholars teachers generally make "perfect" too often.
It is found that these technically " perfect" scholars frequently
on being examined at the close of the term, are far from being
perfect in the pursuits of the term. If a scholar spells every
word in the lesson, he should be marked "perfect," but in other
studies it is rare that "perfect "rank should be put down. Sucha
course deceives parents and pupils alike, and reduces the stimulus
of the pupil to study. The rank should of course be just to
truth.
SPELLING.
The supplanting (in the main) of oral spelling by written is
conceded to have had a good effect in the schools. In the first
and second divisions of the first class in spelling at the last
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examination by the Committee, out of fifty-seven scholars thirtysix were perfect, six missed only one word; seven missed two
words, four missed three words ; one missed six words ; one,
seven words and one fifteen words—out of thirty words selected
at random from the whole term's list. There should, of course,
be more oral spelling in Primary Schools than in those more
advanced.
THE FOUNDATION STUDIES.
While insisting on a certain amount of oral instruction in
Natural Science and on the practice of Drawing, for reasons
named, the importance of a thorough understanding of the
principles of geography and arithmetic has been urged, and
our examinations have been directed, with a view of understanding how well the pupils were being prepared for life. A
general view of countries and populations is better than statistical and geometrical geographical knowledge. We have
deemed it better that the scholar should know how to calculate
the cost of a ton of hay, how to measure the area of a piece of
ground, how to calculate interest, how to ascertain the number
of cords in a wood pile, than to do knotty and impracticable
questions.
MAPS.
For some time the Committee has that felt the study of Geography in our schools demanded wall maps. Few schoolshad them,
and the only substitute has been the skill of pupilsin map drawing,
a skill which the instruction in drawing has tended to develop.
Map drawing is a most useful exercise, and Geography should
always be taught in that way; but wall maps are loudly demanded
as well. The Committee learning that large maps, on heavy
paper, mounted, could be had at one dollar each, have ordered
a map for each school in the city. The Grammar School at West
Auburn, with praiseworthy zeal, held an exhibition in the early
part of the year, and raised twenty dollars, which was expended
in the purchase of five wall maps.
MUSIC.
The Committee were fortunate in securing. Mr. Sumner, for
a very moderate compensation ($2 00 per week), who has give'n
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one half-day each week to giving lessons in music in the various
grades of schools in the city district. Finding a wheezy and
debilitated old piano in the High-School building, rented by the
city at a rental price which in a few years would buy a new
instrument, the Committee, by a unanimous vote, ordered the
purchase of a new piano, which was done through the Chairman
of the board, E. F. Packard, at a considerable reduction from
the retail price. The instrument purchased was one of Henry
F. Miller's seven-octave, concert scale. The influence of vocal
and instrumental music in our schools is now universally conceded to be excellent.
TEXT BOOKS.
The mortal aversion of parents is to have a child come home
from school and ask for a new text book. There has been but
one change needed in our schools, and that was a change of
Grammar in the Grammar School. We threw out a big and
clumsy text book and put in a smaller, more compact and valuable book, costing but twenty-five cents per volume for introduction. The pupils now generally conclude that the new text
book, though a primer in dimensions, is large enough—an
opinion in*which teachers and Committee unite. The same text
book should be insisted on in all the rural schools.
HIGH SCHOOL.
We believe that our High School is doing good service in
our school system, but certain changes in the course of instruction are needed, which are alluded to in the report of the
Principal of the school. This report we herewith submit. We
wish that the idea could be rooted out of the minds of pupils
that a smattering of Latin and Greek is needful to fit a young
man or young lady for the duties of life. We do not underrate the importance of a classical education, and so far as those
pursuing the High-School Course design to extend their studies
in college, or in other schools higher than the public scMbols, it
may be well for them here to devote themselves more thoroughly
to the ancient languages, but the great majority of the pupils
graduate from the High School into the world. Such will be
better furnished for life by a thorough acquaintance with the
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fundamental branches, a good knowledge of natural science,
some general glimpses of English literature, a fair degree of
facility in French and'German, a practical acquaintance with
geometry, trigonometry and surveying. As for merely technical instruction in Greek- and Latin, save for the college class
and those desirous of making themselves teachers of these
branches, it is uncalled for. Here are scholars drilling on Latin
scansion and the fine points of ablatives and datives, worrying
their brains over microscopic atoms in a language that has not
been spoken for fifteen centuries! And yet these pupils are
soon to 'leave school for life, knowing all the rules in the Latin
Grammar, but unversed in the literature of their own tongue,
scantily supplied in science, mathematics, philology, physiology
and those great living veins of modern thought—the German
and the French—the former more nearly related to our Mother
English than Latin itself. Not a little of course is being done
in the school at present in all these branches, but not enough.
We desire to see English studies the chief—everything else
secondary. We trust that whoever, as Superintendent, should
have general charge of the studies in the High School the next
year, will address himself to this subject and reconstruct the
course for that portion of the students who are not to enter
college.
In tbis connection we would invite attention to the following statement by the Principal of the High School of the labor
performed by the teachers:—
Classes taught by Bachelder: Virgil two, four scholars in
each; Cicero, eight scholars ; Caesar, twenty-three scholars ;
Astronomy, four scholars ; Chemistry, ten scholars.
Classes taught by Gay : Homer, four scholars; Anabasis,
eight scholars; Greek Grammar, seven scholars ; Latin Eeader,
nineteen scholars ; Geometry, nineteen scholars ; Philosophy,
twentytwo scholars.
Classes taught by Miss Marrow : Algebra, twenty-four
scholars; English Analysis, twenty-four scholars; English
Literature, five scholars; French, fourteen scholars; Rhetoric,
three scholars; Book-keeping, fourteen scholars.
An analysis of the above shows that there are in the High
School eighteen recitations, and that four-ninths of the whole
number are in Greek and Latin! In other words, the city of
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Auburn is maintaining a High School, with three teachers,
whose aggregate annual salaries are $2,402 87, for the chief
purpose of teaching a smattering of two dead languages to
boys and girls, four-fifths of whom, will never find any use for
them! The bare statement of the case is ample, without
arguing it. There were seventy-seven pupils at the fall term (the
same pupils reciting in two or more classes) in Greek and Latin,
and only one hundred aud thirty-nine in all other branches. For
instance, in English literature there are five scholars; in Caesar,
(Latin) twenty-three; in Astronomy there are four pupils, in
Latin Reader, nineteen. There are only ten pupils in the school
studying Chemistry ; three only, study rhetoric. Just twothirds of the time of each of the gentleman instructors in the
school is absorbed in teaching Greek and Latin. We think
there is need that the pruning knife of an efficient nineteenthcentury Superintendent lop off from the course of study something of these dead branches—languages buried for ages under
the ruins of Greece and Rome.
A boy or girl who graduates from our High School with no
knowledge of English literature, and with but a smattering of
scientific acquirements, is poorly furnished. A boy saturated
with Latin and Greek Grammar, is not fitted for any part in life.
If our High School can send forth boys and girls with a cultivated taste for reading and writing, it will have achieved its
chief end. English literature is the true fountain of culture.
If our High School can stimulate a love of good books, it will
do just what it ought to accomplish. A boy or girl who goes
forth into the world with a taste for History, Biography and the
works of the best English and American authors, is the boy who
will—other things being equal—take the highest position in
life. Here will be found rest and improvement for leisure hours,
absolution from the curse of evenings at shops and saloons, a
never-ending source of refreshing, blessing and culture. The
importance of proper training in this department, we are glad
to know, is felt by the Prinoipal of the High School, whose
recommendations in this respect will, we trust, reotive the
hearty seconding of our successors.
Mathew Arnold, the versatile and brilliant son of the great
schoolmaster of Rugby, in his exhaustive report on the "Schools
and Universities- on the Continent," concludes that the circle of
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knowledge should embrace both the humanities and the study
of nature, but he deprecates the excessive preponderance of
grammatical studies in Greek and Latin, and with admirable
force urges the study of literature and nature.
The classification in the High School should be free and
flexible. The school is suffering from poverty of preparation.
The tests of admission to the school should be rigid and scholars
should be promoted as they merit promotion, not according to
any arbitrary system of years. There are some pupils now in
the High School who should be in classes lower than they are
now in, in some branches, and higher in others, and some pupils
who were only admitted to the school by sufferance, and hence
are not fitted for it at all. Let merit be the test of promotion,
not years nor terms of study. Then the faithful will be encouraged and the laggard stimulated.
In this connection we submit the report of the Principal of
the High School: —
To the Superintending School Committee.
I have been one of the teachers in the High School during
two terms. Mr. G. C. Emery was Principal the first term and
nearly five weeks of the second. He was assisted by myself
and Miss Mattie E. Marrow. Since his resignation, the fifth
week of the second term, I have acted as Principal, assisted by
Mr. Geo. E. Gay and Miss Marrow. . Mr. Seth Sumner has
given instruction in vocal music to the whole school one hour
each Wednesday.
The fall term opened with eighty-five students. Seventyeight have attended during the past term. Nearly all of these
are taking a regular course of study. A degree of success has
attended the labors of the past. It is not my purpose, however,
to state my opinion with respect to past success or failure.
Some improvements are needed, and it is my desire that they
may be made as soon as possible.
The grade of (he school should be raised.
We are giving instruction in branches that ought to be
taught in the Grammar School, and we have left out of our
course studies that our scholars ought to pursue. If our students could know more of English analysis, elementary algebra
and physical geography, before they enter the school, a more
6
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complete course could be given them after their entrance. It
seems to me that when they are admitted they should know as
much of these branches as they are now supposed to know at
the end of the second term of the first year.
Changes are needed in the present course of study.
By making the required change in the grade of the school,
we can fill up what is now lacking in our course, and suit it to
the actual wants of all that have an interest in it. At present
German is not in our course. This language, spoken by some
of the best scholars in the world, ought to find a place in our
study. We should also give some attention to Zoology, a
department of natural history which is daily awakening interest among thinking men and giving rise to questions of an
important nature. Political Economy is not in. the course.
This ought also to be taught. A course of parallel and general
reading ought to be required of our scholars. Let it begin in
the grade or grades below this, and be continued until graduation from the High School. Wherever such a course has been
tried, success has resulted. A taste for reading is cultivated,
valuable knowledge is obtained, and dilute literature is condemned and discarded. I have neither time nor space to state
in detail precisely what this course of reading should be. To
plan and place it in operation is legitimately the business of a
superintendent of our schools, an individual of whom at present
we seem to be in great need. Our schools cannot be expected
to attain the highest excellence until they are supervised by
one who can give his entire attention to them. Each school
from the lowest grade to the highest needs the frequent personal
inspection of such an officer. All needed improvements may
then be planned and set in successful operation.
We also need a library.
Choice volumes for reading and reference may be made
instruments of culture and progress in any school. The object
of a recitation is to tell the student what he himself unaided
could not learn about his lesson ; and, in general, the object of
school instruction is to impart more knowledge to the student
than he can acquire by himself alone, and, what is equally important, to open to him new paths of knowledge, and to assist
hita in entering upon them and pursuing them with success.
Hence the necessity of a library. To this the teacher can refer
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his pupils for information upon whatever may be connected
with their school business. I hope that this subject will receive
the early attention of the friends of our school.
Another teacher is needed.
Since I have been in the school, each teacher has heard six
recitations per day; and yet two classes that ought to have
been kept separate have been crowded into one. This state of
things ought to be discontinued as soon as practicable.
In respect to punctuality, deportment and scholarship, it
seems to me that weekly reports should be made to the parents,
and that these reports should also give an accurate statement
of the relative amount of labor that the pupil does. His parents
will then know his true standing. It seems to me, also, that
admission to one class from another should depend upon rank
during the year and examination at the close of the year. One
of the greatest favors that we can do a student is to place him
precisely where he belongs, and keep him there until he is prepared for further advancement. Nothing injures schools and
scholars more than the habit? of letting some pupils pass
unprepared into advanced classes. I have suggested these
improvements because it seems to me that they are needed, and
that the success of our school labor is in a measure dependent
upon them. Beauty, order and means of usefulness, necessarily
exist in a well-regulated course of study; and every one knows
that young minds can accomplish more when well directed than
when left to the caprice of their own will and judgment.
Respectfully,
K. BACHELDBR,
Principal of High School.
SCHOOL PROPERTY.
There is now over $50,000 worth of school houses and
appurtenances in this city. The condition of the school property in the city is better than it has been for many years, and
but little money will need to be expended thereon for some
time to come. The City Government has ordered the erection
of a new school-house in the Littlefield District, which will
increase the number of schools by one. The scholars in this
new district were divided among the Stevens, Haskell and
Marston Districts, where, in our judgment, they were amply
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accommodated. "We trust this vote will be reconsidered. The
surrounding schools were previously small and conveniently
located.
The school-house at East Auburn has been painted the past
season and a new fence built; Perkins Ridge school-house has
been newly painted; Hotel Road and Marston Corner schoolhouses have been painted, blinded and whitewashed. The
underpinning of Haskell's Corner school-house has been repaired. Settees and chairs have been furnished to several rural
school-rooms. The High-School building has been painted and
the upper room papered. A fence has been built around the
Academy Street school-house. The Gowell District schoolhouse has been painted and blinded.
Double windows are needed in the Grammar School House,
and a better system of heating in both the Grammar and Pine
Street Primary school-house. The Grammar School-room consumed (or wasted) a cord of wood per day in cold winter
weather. The building could be heated with furnaces for half
the present cost. There is too little care taken in economizing
heat, and the heating apparatus of our large school-rooms should
be under the charge of whoever is employed to care for the
school-rooms. Thus, one man might have the charge of the
Pine and Grammar school-houses, and perhaps one or two more.
The Perryville school-house presents a dungeon-like appearance. A dose of whitewash on the walls would make the room
pleasanter and healthier.
A better system of blackboards should be introduced. The
silicate board,orsomething permanent, is needed. The services
of a painter (at no small cost, counting year after year,) are
needed two or three times a term to make the present wooden
boards endurable.
The bad ventilation of our school-rooms is a chief source of
the great prevalence of colds and coughs in the school-room.
In some school-rooms in the winter term, one could hardly hear
the teacher's voice above the din of coughing.

MORE SCHOOL ROOM NEEDED.
We know of only one way for the city to avoid the now
imminent necessity of erecting more new school-rooms, and
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that is to stop growing. The rapid industrial development of
our city, with strong indications of still more rapid growth
in the future, is swelling our numbers ; happily the children
multiply in the ratio of prosperity. We are now suffering,
especially in our Grammar grade, for more school room. A
spacious Grammar School building must be built at once, if the
demands of the schools are met—leaving the present building
for the upper classes in the Primary School. The Grammar
School is overcrowded and separated. It needs a school hall
for general exercises and at least four or five spacious schoolrooms, all under one roof. We respectfully solicit the attention
of the City Council to this important subject. Such a schoolroom, we believe, would relieve the lower grades, and though
it might allow a little surplus room for a term or two, would be
all absorbed within a brief period. As the vital inquiry of persons seeking a new residence is, " What kind of schools have
you ? " the City Council, we believe, will find it important to
the material as well as the educational interests of the city to
take timely action for the enlarging of our school accommodations.
ATTENDANCE ON SCHOOL.
Our reports indicate that of those who attend school a very
cheering ratio are regular in their attendance, but it is a
lamentable fact that two-fifths of the children and youth in
Auburn between the ages of four and twenty-one are seen in
our school-rooms rarely, if at all. How to encourage larger
attendance on our schools, is a question well worthy the consideration of all who have the well-being of our people at heart.
It is an appalling fact that too many parents are themselves so
dead to the true interests of their children, as to permit them
to become denizens of the street or of our factories and workshops, before they have acquired the rudiments of a commonschool education. Anything that will deepen the public sense
of the worth of the public school, will tend to remedy this
alarming evil. Pupils of course cannot be taught unless they
are within the school room, and every parent should put forth
all possible effort and make great personal sacrifice to see Jhat
his pupil is in the public schools, and that he is there promptly
and regularly.
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One always hears a great deal of criticism made upon
schools—some .of it just; some of it unjust. We wish that
parents would make it a point to visit the schools often — that
they would not hold them at arm's length, but would feel that
they are (heir schools. Let them personally inspect them, and
then they will see their wants and can speak confidently about
them. If parents want to stimulate their own pupils to
ambitious study, let them visit their schools ; if they want to
get better work out of the teachers and the Superintendent
and the Committee, let them not shun the school-room itself,
but "beard the lion in his den."
TEACHERS' INSTITUTE.
Prior to the opening of the fall term we required all those
who desired to teach in the city of Auburn to attend a three
days' session of a Teachers' Institute, under the charge of C.
B. Stetson, Esq., County Supervisor. This was done without cost to the city, other than a* small sum for the board of a
few of those accepted as teachers. The effect of the Institute
on the teachers was excellent, and the examination to which
they were subjected was so rigid as to indicate that none of
them were yet perfect, while the majority acquitted themselves
creditably. We exceedingly regret that under the leadership
of Mr. Carleton of Whitefield, the County Supervisor system
which, to our certain knowledge, has done so much for the
schools of our own city and county, has been wiped out by the
last Legislature. The fact that it has been so disposed of, is
but another pressing demand on the City Council to place a
competent Supervisor over our schools.
OUE TEACHERS.
We have studiously avoided gratuitous puffery of our
teachers, because when we have satisfied ourselves that a
teacher was doing indifferent work, we have retained her no
longer than our obligations required, so that those teachedfe who
have been retained were those we deemed worthy of the office.
And yet all are not equally efficient, of course, but in the main
we *can urge that Auburn has as competent teachers as any
municipality of her ability. Many cities pay'higher wages,
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and we think that in some grades of our schools higher wages
would secure still more desirable teachers. Better reduce the
number of weeks of schooling, if need be to have tha instruction thorough and able.
THE SCHOOL APPROPRIATION.
The City Council appropriated $13,000 for schools, a year
since ; that appropriation is insufficient and should be increased,
as elsewhere indicated. The population of Auburn is now at
least 1500 and will doubtless be 8000 within the next half year.
The assessment of taxes for city purposes for the past fiscal
year was $51,950, of which only about 25 per cent, was for
schools. The nominal valuation of the city as made last year
was $2,172,504, and the ratio of the school appropriation to the
assessed valuation — which is confessedly very low — was as
six to one thousand. In fact Auburn is spending about six
dollars per annum for schools to every two thousand dollars of
property. We are now expending at the rate of a little less
than six dollars per scholar, per annum. It is manifest that
our duty in the education of the youth and children calls for
more than this annual stipend of six dollars to each. We are
doing little compared with most other States. Massachusetts
expends per scholar $20 66 ; Connecticut $12 92 ; Rhode
Island $11 89; Illinois $7 97; Pennsylvania $7 86. The
present average in Maine per scholar is $4 06. It should be
double that amount, and the city of Auburn should strike the
keynote ;
CHOICE OP SCHOOL COMMITTEE.
At present the School Committee are elected in March to
serve one year. The term of office of each member expires
simultaneously. This creates substantially a vacancy in the
office of several weeks. On the close of the winter term
teachers are asking if they will be wanted another term and
new teachers are applying for situations. The official term of
the Committee expires before the spring term opens and they
do not feel at liberty to engage teachers for a period over which
their official existence does not extend. Hence we are lflsing
some valuable teachers, who, having good situations offered
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them elsewhere, cannot be blamed for exchanging certainty for
uncertainty. The remedy for this evil would be the choice of
two of the Committee and of three of its number alternate
years. There would then always be in office a majority (real
or unreal) of the Committee constantly. The archives of the
schools would in this way be kept more faithfully and new
members added would constantly have the advantage of the
advice of some of the Board for the previous year. Some
of the most valuable school statistics of the city have been
lost in the rapid transfers growing out of the causes indicated.
We trust the incoming City Council will amend the City Ordinances as suggested.
It seems to us that it would be preferable if the report of
the Committee were to be presented at the real close of the
school year—the end of the spring term, instead of in its
m'ddle as now.
FINANCIAL EEPORT.
We do not believe in the necessity of more than thirty-three
weeks of school per year— and perhaps not over fchirty for the
primary grades.—but the past year our appropriation has been
insufficient for even this period, and we were obliged to reduce
the aggregate schooling of the city to twenty-nine weeks.
We believe that the needs of the city require that the school
appropriation for the next school year should not be less than
$15,000. The financial report for the past year is as follows :—
Appropriations for schools the past year,
Received from State,
"
" tuition,

$13,000 00
163 30
45 00

Total School Fund,

$13,208 30

Paid for teachers,
" " fuel,
" " repairs,
Care of school-houses,
Supplies & c , and bills of last year,

$10,905 59

Total expended.

850 19
650 30
3£9 65
915 15
$13,670 88
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CONCLUSION.
We trust that the City Council will continue to deal wisely
and generously with our public schools, which are the genius
of our Republic. Having over 2000 pupils td educate, there
cannot be any branch of your administration so important as
this. Our schools must always be the touchstone of our present
and the prophesy of our future. Parsimony here is the blindest.
extravagance — liberality the, only genuine economy.

AUBURN,

E. F. PACKARD,
B. F. STURGIS,
C. K. PACKARD,
ROBERT MARTIN,
F. L. DINGLEY,
Superintending School Committee of Auburn.
March, 18T2.
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Ward No. 2.—FRANK BARTLETT,
EDWARD W. GROSS,
BENJ. F. STURGIS.
Ward No. 3.—ANSEL L. LOMBARD,
WM. B. MERRILL,
WM. M. CHAMBERLIN.
Ward No. 4.—JAMES WAGG,
WM. S. YOUNG,
RICHARD DRESSER.
Ward No. 5.—GEO. W. BAILEY,
JAMES L. MARTIN,
ALDEN J. VERRILL.
CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL.

WILLIAM M. HARRIS.

CITY GOVERNMENT.

JOINT STANDING COMMITTEES.
ON FINANCE.

Councilmen.
Richard Dresser,
Wm. S. Young,
Ira T. Waterman.

The Mayor.
Alderman.
James Dingley.

ON ACCOUNTS.

Alderman.
Hannibal R. Smith.

Councilmen.
Frank Bartlett,
Alden J. Verrill.

ON DRAINS AND SEWERS.

Aldermen.
Oren B. Morse,
John M. Perry.

Councilmen.
Wm. B. Merrill,
James Wagg,
Benj. F. Sturgis.

ON F I R E DEPARTMENT.

Alderman.
Charles Dunn.

Councilmen.
Wm. S. Young,
Frank Bartlett,
Edward W. Gross.

ON STREETS, BRIDGES AND SIDEWALKS.

Councilmen.
James Wagg,
Wm. M. Chamberlin,
Zibeon Crafts.

The Mayor.
Alderman.
James Dingley.

ON PUBLIC PROPERTY.

Aldermen.
John M. Perry,
H. R. Smith.

Councilmen.
Geo. W. Bailey,
Alden J. Verrill,
James L. Martin.
ON SCHOOLS.

Aldermen.
Charles Dunn,
Oren B. Morse.

Councilmen.
Benj. F. Sturgis,
Wm. B. Merrill,
Geo. H. Dillingham.
ON PRINTING.

Alderman.
James Dingley.

Councilmen.
Geo. W. Bailey,
James L. Martin.
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ON ENGROSSED BILLS AND ORDINANCES.

Goundlmen.
Wm. M. Chamberlin,
Ansel L. Lombard,
Geo. H. Dillingham.

Aldermen.
H. R. Smith,
Charles Dunn.

STANDING COMMITTEES
OF BOAMD OF MAYOR AND

ALDERMEN.

ON BOLICE.

Aldermen.
James Dingley,
Charles Dunn.

The Mayor.

ON LICENSES.

Aldermen.—H. R. Smith, Oren B. Morse, John M. Perry.

CITY OFFICERS, 1872.
City Treasurer.—Geo. S. Woodman.
Assessors.—Richard Dresser, William B. Merrill, Charles
Dunn..
Street Commissioner,—Oscar D. Bailey.
Overseers of the Poor.—Richard Dresser, Wm. B. Merrill,
Charles Dunn.
School Committee.—Charles K. Packard, George C. Wing,
E. N. Fernald, E. F. Packard, Robert Martin.
Chief Engineer.—Almon C. Pray.
Assistant Engineers.—James White,
.
Constables.—Wm, H. Washburn, Aretas B. Penny, Isaac
Haskell, 2d, James W. Chaplin, James Flynn, Charles Thurston,
Lewis T. Merrow, Isaiah V. McKenney, George F. Phinney,
Hiram Ricker, Calvin G. Skinner, Joseph 0 . Hall, Albejrt Jordan, Thomas Vosmus, Llewellyn Maxwell, Sumner B. "Walker,
Justin Crafts.
Surveyors of Lumber.—John M. Perry, John C. Briggs,
Charles Thurston, Edmund H. Soper.
Measurers of Wood and Bark.—John M. Perry, John C.
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Briggs, Charles Thurston, Edmund H. Soper, James S. Burke
and Wm. H. Washburn.
Culler of Staves.—James W. Chaplin.
Fence Viewers.—Robert Martin, John Gowell, Harvey
Dillingham.
Police.—Wm. H. Washburn, A. B. Penny, Llewellyn Maxwell.

WARD

O F F I C E R S , 1872.

WARDEN.

Ward
"
"
"
"

1.— G. D. Holmes.
2.—Osman Jordan.
3.—Roscoe N. Phillips.
4.—Albert M. Penly.
5.—James L. Martin.

CLERK.

Ansel Briggs.
Chas. S. Conant.
Nathan P. Woodbury.
Albert W. Larrabee.
Wm. P. Sturgis.
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CITY GOVERNMENT OF AUBURN,
1869.
MAYOR.

THOMAS LITTLEFIELD.
ALDERMEN.

WARD NO. 1.—William H. Keith.

"
"
"

"
"
"
"

2.—Prentiss M. Woodman.
3.—Daniel P. Atwood..
4.—Jeremiah Dingley, Jr.
5.—Daniel Field.
CITY CLERK.

GEO.

S. WOODMAN.

COMMON COUNCIL.

WILLIAM

B. MERRILL, President.

WARD NO. 1.—E. P. Crafts, Alex. Stinson, H . C. Briggs.
WARD NO. 2.—Silas Sprague, Nathan Briggs, E. Eveleth.
WARD NO. 3.—Wm. B. Merrill, S. P. Miller, 0 . B. Morse.
WARD N O . 4.—E. T. Luce, Wm. S. Young, John P. Cobb.
WARD No. 5.—A. C. Pray, Geo. W. Bailey, A. J. Verrill.
CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL.

WM. M. HARRIS.

CITY GOVERNMENT.
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CITY GOVERNMENT OF AUBURN,
1870.
MAYOR.

S E T H P . MILLER.
ALDERMEN.

WARD N O .
"
"
"
"
"
"
"

1.—Hiram C. Briggs.
2.—Prentiss M. Woodman.
3.—John W . Perkins.
4.—James Wagg.
5.—Almon C. Pray.
CITY CLERK.

GEO. S.

WOODMAN.

COMMON CONNCIL.

WM.

B. MERRILL,

President.

WARD N O . 1.—John M. Perry, Benjamin Conant,
Waterman.
WARD N O .
White.
WARD NO.
Morse.
WARD N O .
B. Kimball.
WARD N O .
G. Haskell.

Alvan

2.—Ezekiel Eveleth, Charles S. Emerson, James
3.—William B. Merrill, Albert Young, Oren B.
4.—Oren S. Libby, Hannibal R. Smith, Increase
5.—Charles Dunn, Nathaniel G. Sturgis, Andrew

CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL.
W M . M.

HARRIS.

CITY OF AUBURN
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CITY GOVERNMENT OF AUBURN,
1871.
MAYOR.

THOMAS LITTLEFIELD.
ALDERMEN.

WARD NO. 1.—Oscar D. Bailey.

'•
"

" 2.—Silas Sprague.
•< 3.—John W. Perkins.
" 4.—James S. Robbins.
" 5.—Almon C. Pray.
CITY CLERK.

GEO.

S. WOODMAN.

COMMON COUNCIL.

CHARLES DUNN,

President.

WARD NO. 1.—Alonzo Crafts, Benjamin Conant, Harrison
0. Whitman.
WARD NO. 2.—Josiah Penly, Silvester Oakes, Frank Bartlett.
WARD NO. 3.—Oren B. Morse, Ansel L. Lombard, Wm. M.
Chamberlin.
WARD No. 4.—J. W. Peables, Rufus Penly, Frank E. Young.
WARD No. 5.—Charles Dunn, Samuel Emerson, Charles 0.
Martin.
CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL.

WM. M. HARRIS.

